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NF’S VANISHING ASSETS — 
PRESS GANG IMPLICATED 


THE long awaited counter-attack 
by Martin Webster to reclaim 
control of the National Front from 
the ‘Strasserite’ faction which 
sacked him has begun in earnest. 
Just a week before the start of 
court actions brought by Webster 
to fight his sacking and _ his 
explusion from the party, a 
remarkable dossier of complaints, 
alleging fraud and widespread 
financial irregularities, landed on 
the desk of party chairman Andrew 
Brons. 

Signed by a group of longstanding 
activists and branch officials, the dossier 
claims that: 

@leading members of the ‘Strasserite’ 
leadership are fraudulently claiming 
Supplementary Benefit whilst working full 
time for the Front; 

@the NF is trying to avoid repaying 
substantial debts and long term loans from 
members totalling more than £15,000; 

@ the clique controlling the Front has been 
attempting to raise funds from foreign 
embassies — particularly the Libyan 
People’s Bureau. 

All of these allegations will prove 
damaging enough in what is clearly a new 
pro-Webster offensive. But possibly most 


Dear Mr. Brons, 


damaging in the short term will be an 
allegation in an anonymous document also 
circulating that the fundraising appeal 
launched recently to finance a new printing 
press and computer is little more than an 
attempt to establish a private business for a 
group of NF leaders at the expense of the 
membership. 

The latest NF Members’ Bulletin claims 
that £9,000 of the £12,000 needed to buy a 
new press has already been pledged, and 
asks members to give or loan sums upwards 
of £200 to meet the £12,000 target. 

According to opponents of the 
leadership, however, the money put up so 
far has come from John Field and Tom 
Acton, and is not a loan to the NF but the 
initial funding for their own typesetting and 
printing business which they have set up 
with Ian Anderson. The ‘‘typesetting 
facility’? which the bulletin boasts has 
already been established is, in fact, 
privately owned by Ian Anderson, who is 
currently involved in trying to wangle 
Manpower Services Commission funding to 
pay full time staff. 

The whole fundraising appeal is little 
more than an attempt by Anderson, Field 
and Acton to get NF members to ‘top-up’ 
the financing for their own private firm. 

The appeal also claims that ‘‘a small 
printing press’ has already been acquired 
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Below left: members demand enquiry. 
Above, Tina Dalton, investigated by DHSS? 


“out of party funds’’ — a claim designed to 
convince members that fundraising is going 
well and the party’s finances are healthy. 
But this rather ancient press was actually 
donated free to the Front over twelve 
months ago by Wembley activist Graham 
John. Soon afterwards he was suspended 
from membership on the grounds that he 
had been seen talking to Special Branch. In 
fact, he appears to have upset Ian Anderson 
by complaining about financial’ 
irregularities. 

Anderson’s typesetting operation figures 
centrally in another of the allegations made 
in the 7-page dossier of complaints recently 
delivered to Andrew Brons. 

Tina Dalton, a 17-year old Front member 
from East Ham, it says, has been forced to 
“‘attend an interview at a DHSS office with 
regard to alleged irregularities in connection 
with a claim for Social Security’’. As a 
result, her claim for benefit was withdrawn 
and Anderson was compelled to put her on 
the books of the typesetting business run 
from the East Ham flat he shares with Tom 
Acton, where Tina Dalton seemed to have 
been spending much of her time. 

‘Several leading national officers of the 
party connected with head office’ are also 





THE National Front’s current 
preoccupation with things 
Middle Eastern had led to a 
remarkable new development in 
their efforts to find lucrative 
sources of funding for “anti 
zionist” propaganda. 

As we revealed last month, earlier 
material with a distinctly anti-semitic 
flavour was financed by contributions 
from the Libyan People’s Bureau in 
oo Needless to say, following the 

cent closure of the Bureau, this source 


alleged to be the subjects of DHSS 
investigations. 


In reality, the NF’s finances are in a 


parlous state. Members tempted to respond 
to the appeal from head office for loans 
might take note of other allegations made 
by the pro-Webster dissidents. They claim 
that other members who have given 
generously to the Front in the past are being 
bullied and intimidated into coughing up 
more. Some, who have never registered 
their membership because they work in 
sensitive jobs like government departments, 
are being threatened with exposure to their 
employers if they do not pay large sums into 
party coffers. Others, who have refused to 
contribute any more, have been subjected 
to campaigns of harassment. Some 
members are refusing to answer their 
telephones because of threatening and 
abusive calls they have been receiving, and 
in other cases members’ wives have been 
sent pornographic material through the 
post. 

At the same time other members who 
have loaned the party large sums are being 
placed in desperate straits by the 
leadership’s refusal to repay them. 

In 1980, Stephen Hook of Enfield NF 
loaned the Front £2,000 from a bequest, to 
finance a High Court vesting action over 
the party’s shares in NF Properties. Having 
failed to recover the money, Hook has now 
been declared bankrupt with Ian Anderson 
claiming that the loan was never made, 
despite it being listed in the party’s 1980/81 
annual accounts. 

Ken Guichard, a member of Central 
London branch, loaned the Front £2,000 in 
1980. To date, Brons and Anderson have 
persistantly ignored letters asking for 
repayment, and Guichard has been the 
victim of much harassment and 
intimidation. 

Other long outstanding debts include 
£5,500 to an elderly Enfield member Eileen 
Avery who also put up £6,000 to guarantee 
the party’s overdraft. But following 
Anderson’s continual refusal to discuss 
repayment, she is seriously considering legal 
action to recover almost £11,500. 

As well as other loans, the Front owes 
£400 to a firm of solicitors, and ‘‘a 
substantial four figure sum in respect of 
PAYE debts’’. 

For some time, Nick Griffin, Anderson 
and Joe Pearce, the ruling Strasserite 
triumverate, have been promising their 


of funds dried up completely. So the NF 
is looking elsewhere. 


Considerable efforts have gone into 
trying to persuade the Iranian Embassy 
to finance the publication of a follow-up 
to the Victory to Palestine broadsheet 
funded by the Libyans. 


Spearheading this new fundraising 
drive is Joe Pearce, who has worked 
hard to establish a relationship with 
Embassy officials. It has been hard 
work, but he is currently cock a hoop at 
having successfully negotiated a meeting 


Front turns to Ayatollah for eastern promise 


_ distributing large quantities of glossy, 


>a 


supporters that all would be well as soon as 
the liquidation of NF Properties Ltd was 
complete. Launched during the Front’s 
mid-70s heyday, this company quickly 
foundered as the NF split apart in 1979/80. 
What the members do not know, however, 
is that the party is likely to receive only 
between £5,000 and £8,000 from the 
liquidation — and in any case, this money is 
contractually pledged to Barclays Bank and 
Eileen Avery to clear up the Front’s 
overdraft. This little known fact might 
explain Andrew Brons’ failure so far to 
carry out a National Directorate decision of 
last February to issue members with a 
report on the liquidation of the company. 

One side-effect of the financial 
squabbling has been the recent winding-up 
of the NF’s hitherto very active Islington 
branch. This followed the re-routing into 
the NF head office account of a £500 
bequest left to the Islington branch by a 
deceased member. After complaints from 
Islington branch officers the branch was 
peremptorily closed down by Ian Anderson 
who installed one of his supporters, 
Hackney branch member Stephen Smith, as 
Islington ‘‘Area Organiser’’. 

The final complaint from the dissidents 
confirms the report in last month’s 
Searchlight that the NF had been obtaining 
funds from the Libyan Embassy before it 
was shut down after the seige last Easter. 
“Do you agree’’ they ask Andrew Brons, 
“that accepting money from the Libyans 
could bring our party more dangers that 
benefits?”’ 

Ostensibly, the purpose of their dossier 
to Brons is to request a Commission of 
Enquiry to investigate the party’s finances. 
In reality, it is an attempt to put maximum 
pressure on the party leadership at just the 
moment they find themselves dragged into 
court by Martin Webster fighting for his 
reinstatement. 

And there are clearly other issues 
rumbling away below the surface. Two 
members of the dissident group have made 
it clear privately that what concerns them 
most are the ‘clandestine’ activities of the 
‘Strasserites’ and their fugitive allies from 
the Italian NAR terror group. These 
activities include paramilitary training and 
smuggling weapons into the country. Many 
of the dissidents supporting Webster have 
little time for him as an individual, but they 
are convinced the Front is now being 
transformed into a terrorist organisation. 












with a senior Embassy representative, at 
which the question of funding will be on 
the agenda. 


Already Pearce is receiving and 
up-market English language magazines 
from the Embassy, including reprints of 
the notorious anti-semitic forgery The 
Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion. 


How the Iranians will respond to the 
Front’s persistant crusade to have their 
muslim co-religionists in Britain forcibly 
repatriated remains to be seen. 








British nazis not welcome at Diksmuide Euro-bash 


Britain’s nazis are fast gaining an 
international reputation as losers in 
both the political and_ social 
senses. This year’s annual 
gathering of 50,000 Flemish 
nationalists at Diksmuide_ in 
Belgium was joined by fewer real 
nazis than in many recent years. 
With the demise of both the 
League of St George and British 
Movement it was left to a few 
individual hardliners to turn up, 
along with a squad of fifty moronic 
National Fronters. 

The NF contingent were asked to set up 
camp well away from the rest of the 
assembled nationalists and their nazi 
hangers-on. One of the leading spokesmen 
for the Flemings, who organise the 
Ijzerbedevaart in memory of their dead of 
two wars — the ones killed between 1939 


and 1945 were SS volunteers fighting for 





Hitler and an independent Flemish state — 
and to renew calls for an independent 
Flanders, spoke out very clearly about the 
problems the British visitors caused. He 
said that the Bretons and Scots were 
welcome but the English and Germans were 
trouble makers. His words were borne out 
on Saturday night when after the normal 
drunken revelries the National Front 
members began to sing the Ulster loyalist 


song, ‘‘The Sash’’. Irish republican 
supporters present were joined by their 
German nazi allies in an all out attack on 
the Fronters with the result that several 
people on both sides were injured and a 
dozen of Britain’s best were locked up for 
the night. 

The Belgian police, despite promises that 
they would keep nazis out of the country 
this year, did not appear to do anything 
about the foreign visitors or the Flemish 
youth groups distributing anti-Anne Frank 
leaflets. The AVNG held a march 
demanding the release of the leading 
Belgian VMO man, Erikson, whom they 
describe as a political prisoner. Other 
groups like the banned VMO were in 
evidence around the gathering, as were the 
Vorpost and TAK groups. 
















Dutch nazis, pleased with their ballot box 
successes in the last year, were a big draw 
for the Flemings. Our reporter also noted a 
larger than usual number of Flemish and 
Dutch children parading in uniform. 

The Paris office of the Anti-Defamation 
League reported that one of the organisers 
in his speech to the nationalist alliance 
called for a Europe that is free and 
ethnically strong. Erik Blucher, one time 
house guest of the Hancock family was 
boasting about beating a British ban on his 
entering the UK after an appeal to the 
courts. If this is true we can expect to see 
Mr Blucher and his girl friend around the 
Brighton nazi scene once again. 





Austria tells David Irving: 
**Burger off!”’ 


DAVID Irving’s latest speaking tour in 
Europe came to an abrupt end in June 
when he was thrown out of Austria 
because of his association with 
extremists. 


He had been invited by the Committee 
for Truth in History, led by former 
National Democratic Party (NPD) leader 
Norbert Burger, to lecture in a number of 
Austrian cities. Following his first talk, 
delivered in Vienna’s Cafe Landtmann, 
Irving was arrested by police and deported 
to West Germany the following day. 

The order for his arrest came from 
Interior Minister Blecha, following appeals 
from anti-fascist veterans’ organisations. 
They argued for his exclusion from the 
country, referring to his revisionist views on 
Hitler, and his connections with the 
German extremist group, the DVU. When 
Irving was in custody, an Interior Ministry 
spokesperson told the press: ‘‘of course we 


4 


take measures against neo-nazis’’. 

Irving has subsequently denied knowing 
that Burger was formerly head of the neo- 
nazi NPD, and admits that accepting an 
NPD invitation could cause him problems. 

But Burger is not merely known for his 
NPD involvement. He also has_ three 
outstanding convictions in absentia in Italy 
for his part in the nazi terror campaign in 
the South Tyrol in the 1960s. 

Austrian nazis still believe that the South 
Tyrol, annexed to Italy after World War I, 
belongs to Austria. Twenty years ago they 
began a bombing campaign in support of 
reunification. Burger was one of those 
involved. 

At the Cafe Landtmann, Irving spoke 
about Rudolf Hess, whom, he said, should 
receive the Nobel Peace Prize for flying to 
Britain during the war seeking a separate 
peace. 

The same speech has featured regularly 
during his earlier speaking engagements in 





Irving (left) with wanted terrorist Norbert 
Burger in Vienna. 


West Germany. 

He was arrested on suspicion of ‘‘having 
spread national socialist ideology, and thus 
causing a threat to Austria’s public order, 
safety and security’. After being taken to 
Vienna’s police headquarters he was 
escorted to Walserberg on the West 
German border and expelled from Austria. 

The following day he presented himself 
at the Braunau border crossing but was 
refused permission to re-enter the country. 

Irving denied that he was a nazi. 









England this summer has 
suddenly become the focus fora 
considerable degree of attention 
from the Christian ‘crusaders’. 
In the rest of England, Billy 


Graham has once more been 


asking them to get out of their 
seats. In London, the less well- 
known Argentinian Luis Palau 
has been appearing at QPR 


football stadium backed up bya __ 


£1%m campaign raised from 
donations and his big business 
backers like building magnate 
Sir Maurice Laing, 
Pickford of Haslemere Estates, 
with former Lord Mayor of 
London, Sir Kenneth Cork, 
acting as treasurer. 


Responsible for the mass 
marketing of Palau which has 
subjected Londoners to a flood of 
posters on tubes and buses urging 
them to meet Palau (suitably 
displayed in fetching suit, tie, 
polished shoes, neat hair style and 
confidence smile) rather than God, 
is Harvey Thomas, public relations 
consultant for the Tory Party where 
his duties include the annual party 
conference arrangements and the 
servicing of the Conservative Party's 


committee against unilateral 


disarmament. | 
He is the Mission to London’s 


publicity chairman and strategy 


planner. He was also responsible for 
organising the notorious Youth Rally 
for Mrs Thatcher when Kenny 
Everett urged her to bomb the 
Russians, and a ‘Christians and 
Conservatives’ Conference in 1983 
which was a heavy assault on “the 
leftwards tendency in some British 


church circles’ (The Times) and set 
out to demolish the idea that 


socialism, justice or nuclear 
disarmament had anything to do 


with Christianity. Speakers included — 
Michael Allison 


Rhodes Boyson, 
(Mrs Thatcher’s Parliamentary 


Private Secretary, Sir John Biggs- _ 
Davison (well-known Rhodesia 


supporter), industrialist Sir Fred 
Catherwood and former socialist 


Paul Johnson, who felt the nuclear — 
be constantly 
updated and, as a moral obligation, 
“But Mr 
Thomas insists that the Crusade — 
about to start has no political 


deterrent should 


made more accurate. 


overtones, as does Mr Palau 





Praise the Lord 
pass the ammunition 


David. 


himself” (7he Times, 3 August 1983). 
In a jobs for the boys move, the 
Palau promotion campaign was 
handed to Sale Promotion Agency, a 
subsidiary of Saatchi & Saatchi. 
Paulau’s visit to this country must 
be seen in the context of the slow 
shift to the right being forced on to 
the churches, parallel with general 
politics. CARAF (Christians Against 
Racism and Fascism) recently 
published a booklet 7hinking the 
Unthinkable and Saying the Unsayable, 
cataloguing the moves to making 
repatriation respectable politics 


through the Salisbury Review Group 


and Roger Scruton, along with their 
commitment to a church as “a tool 
of social cohesion” in a threatened 
society” and the idea of a national 
church. The warning is there of 
forces at work, encouraged by Mrs 
Thatcher, seeking to ‘co-opt 
Christianity into what is basically a 
racist movement which identifies 


Britishness and Christianness’’. This 
would seek to identify “our” way of 


life with Christianity in such a way 
that reinforcement is given to 
policies, practices and attitudes 
which define British Muslims, Sikhs, 
Hindus and Jews as essentially 
“alien”. As against contemporary 
Christian thought mainly originating 
from the struggles in Latin America 
— Palau’s own land — which says 


that Christians should actively side 
_ with the poor and oppressed against 
_ the oppressors, as Jesus did. 


‘But such people don‘t have the 


‘money or the power of Palau’s 


backers, or those associated with 
the other right-wing strand of the 


backlash, Christian Heritage Year, 


which is pumping millions of pounds 


into a campaign to preserve “our 
_ heritage” — old church buildings — 
linking faith with a particular culture 


— a church which is white, middle 
class, wealthy — and English. The 
church is criticised for its 


ambivalence towards “the way of 


life of a distinctive historic identity 


_— England — and the qualitative 
achievements of Englishmen” 
(Kindness that Kills, SPCK, p134), and 


social justice is attacked as in 
conflict with “natural justice’. . 


The Kindness that Kills 
The church’s simplistic reponse to. 


complex social issues, published 
two months ago under the name of 


promoting 








. and 


the inquiring “Institute of Economic 
Affairs” is an outright attack on the 
church as an agent of social action 
and change. The introduction by 
Conservative academic Digby 
Anderson stated that the churches 
“as corporate bodies spoke rarely 


_and carefully about detailed socio- 


economic issues. Their analyses of 
such issues were primarily 
theological rather than a call to 
partisan collective action. Always © 
they were wary of putting their 
massive moral endorsement directly 
or indirectly behind ephemeral and 
controversial postures .. . now all 
that has changed. Not only have the 
publications become more frequent; 
they are now more specific and 
deploy more secular arguments. . .” 
It was OK while the church and 
Christians offered up individual 


solutions, but now that they are _ 


offering collective action to balance 
injustice and oppression in the 
world, it’s not OK! 

Christian Organisations for Social, 
Political and Econome Change © 
(COSPEC), an umbrella group 
reperesenting more than 10,000 
radical and progressive Christians 
from groups like Christian CND has 


-condemned the Palau Campaign for 


exactly those reasons as ‘the 
promotion of a particular political 
ideology’. COSPEC notes “In 
colonial times, powers-that-be were 
very willing to give place and honour 
to the church whenever they were 
assured that its message would 
offer no challenges to the harshness 
of their regimes. Today 
Governments are equally willing to 
welcome religious campaigns which 
preach a diluted Gospel.” 
Significantly, the Palau campaign 
was condemned at the outset by a 
leading pastor of the British black 


churches, to Smith of the New 


Testament Assembly, as not having 
involved black churches, and being 
basically a white person's campaign 
— and run by men. 
Black churches, unlike white 
churches, are growing in numbers 
and popularity and are beginning to 


act as centres for their communities’ 


struggle for a better deal, and 
racism awareness 
courses. Palau Campaign literature 
ignorantly referred to “areas of the 
East End where there are few 


Christians and high immigrant 


populations with many of other — 








faiths”. Catholic churches have not | 


been involved either. As one 
commentator put it, “if you're 
protestant and white then Luis Palau 
reckons you're OK for heaven. 
Otherwise...” 


Palau also attacked the gay ~ 
community by stating, “Look at all! 
the young men roaming around as | 


homosexuals and lesbian women,” 
suggesting that without God-fearing 


families there was moral corruption — 


and we would revert to the jungle. 
He was roundly condemned by the 
Gay Christian Movement as 
homophobic and challenged to a 
public debate. Gay people were also 
being referred for “counselling” to 
someone well-known for trying to 
instill guilt about their sexual 
feelings during the mission. 

Palau came a cropper, though, 
when he gave his public support and 
blessing to the “born again” dictator 
of Guatemala General Rios Montt 
(one of Palau’s specialities is 
Presidential breakfasts. ‘It would be 
the saddest day for Guatemala in 
many a century if the government of 
Rios Montt should fall under false 
pretences. | have already been 
praying and weeping with my fellow 
team members at the possible 
repercussions for many beloved 
Christians and our beloved Christian 
leader in the country, if this should 
happen” (from interview in The 
Times, 3 August 1983). 
crusade in Guatemala in November 
1982, Palau appeared and embraced 
Montt in front of a crowd of 700,000. 
His organisation sent out a press 
release saying there had been a wide 
misinformation campaign to 
discredit the President, quoting de- 


classified US embassy documents 
with no explanation as to how they 


got them only six weeks after their 
issue. 

This contradicted claims by 
Amnesty International, the 
Guatemalan Human Rights 
Commission and other relief 
agencies. “We conclude that a 
concerted disinformation campaign 


is being waged in the US against the 


Guatemalan Government by groups 
supporting the Communist 
insurgency in Guatemala’ 
the Palau organisation. 


Guatemala is the most developed 
case of the increasing influence of 


US evangelical organisations 


exerting a powerful influence on 
public policy toward Central 
America, a process also happening 


in El Salvador, Honduras and 


Panama. 


innocent enough but the result has 
been 
numbers of people to flashy 


personalities. These personalities 


have been able to manipulate these 


massified believers for their 


During a 


_. aad 


“The occasional crusades 
of personalities like Luis Palau seem 


the delivery of large 


purposes, which it turns out, are the _ 
‘Support of military dictatorship.” 


(George Pixley in submission to 


Ecumenical Committee of U 
Citizens in Mexico, March, 1983). __ 


Rios Montt set out to “pacify” the 
“guerillas” with a “beans and rifles” 
policy summed up by his references 
to having whole Indian villages 
removed to “empty the water in 
which the 
swim”. 


12,000 Guatemalan Indians fled 
across the Mexican border — 
though he even sent the army to 
terrorise them. there. 
Government accused the Catholic 
Church of being “a communist 
tool’’. 


insurrectionary fish 
During his Presidency, 
_which ended in August 1983, at least — 


His 


clothes and medicine 


missioneries were du 


Billy onthe is oge 


circular that ‘Guatemala is 
opportunity to demonstrate | 
alternative in this strug le fo 
freedom”. 
Pat Robertson, director of the 


the US told millions of ‘Viewer 

pray for the success of Moi 

Government and to send ash 

contributions. : 
Palau‘s own organisation is based 

at Portland, Oregon, 

chairman of his support o 


wrote a book published 
called Lord, fet me give you a 
dollars telling how he had 
made 3% million dollars and 


turns out he collects a “mo 
salary from the trust of betw 
£170,000 and poe Part ofh 


sign of God's 
affluence” — som 


“He blessed us with m 


- quantity is not the issue. 


Luis Palau 


Luis Palau’s comment on the 


continued abuses of human rights - 


under Montt was that Guatemala 
was “no picnic”. 
The US connection is strong — it 


__ was a US planned coup that put the 
military into power in Guatemala in. 


1954. When Montt was toppled by an 
army coup (a US Major attache from 
the US Embassy was actually seen 
on TV shaking the hand of one of the 
officers who had come to persuade 
Montt to give up) he commented of 
his successor: 


to do it.” 


US military aid to Guatemala was" 


“The US has been > 
‘pressing me for months to involve — 
Guatemala against Nicaragua. Now _ 
it has found someone who is willing 


you do with what you have. 


‘Palau has commented: “I 
thought of the. Fagetene 


mlionales. A knew them 


Ridley, Minster of toa 
now responsible for Londc 
transport, to insist Palau’s dvet 


_Mr Ridley had decided that adv 
supporting the GLC were ‘ 


and should be remo’ 


hore 


si in Se 


the way they wi 
Britain to take peo 


politically are outside the a 


-church’s responsibilit 
‘support the status q 
‘political stance. 


cut off by Carterin 1977 dueto gross Wi tl 


violations of human rights — with 
Reagan resumed aid citing the 

Montt Government’s | 
values” (Reagan himself claims to ;: 
be “born again’). On 12 January 


“Christian on one ing 


1983, the day Reagan announced i ‘ 
resumption of arms sales, a ship and 


sailed into Guatemalan waters 


carrying 350 fundamentalist — 
missionaries and $1 million of arain, 





struggle now w against them. — 





THE Front’s drive to recruit in 
Northern Ireland continued in 
July with its demonstration 
through Coleraine, and_ with 
increasingly frequent visits to 
loyalist paramilitary contacts by 
NF leader Joe Pearce. 


The Coleraine march attracted only 
about 150 Front supporters who 
congregated in the town hall after 
permission had been given by a 
combined vote of local unionist and 
Alliance Party councillors. 

By contrast, almost 600 counter- 
demonstrators organised by trades 
unions and the Young Socialists 





































Much as expected, the NF’s attempt 
to hit the big time by hosting a visit 
from French Front Nationale leader 
Jean Marie Le Pen came to nothing. 

The Front’s claim to the press that Le 
Pen had accepted an invitation to speak 
at a rally in Maidstone, Kent, on July 
14th was implausible from the start. The 
day is Bastille Day in France and it was 
unlikely that any party leader would 
agree to absent themself from the 
national celebrations to address a few 
dozen skinheads and gluesniffers in 
Kent. 

In the event about 100 Front 
supporters were marched at double time 
along an agreed route by police who 
were obviously keen to get them out of 
town as quickly as possible. About 400 
anti-fascists marched against them. 

There were some clashes between 
Front marchers and anti-fascists and 
police arrested about three dozen 
people, including Steve Brady and Joe 
Pearce. 


@ THEFT TO PRINT NS LEAFLETS 


A 16 year old stole a photocopier from a 
school to print National Socialist leaflets. 
The boy broke into Barr’s Hill School, 
Coventry, with two others and stole the 
£1,000 machine. They dumped the machine 
when they were traced by the police. 

Coventry Crown Court was told that the 
boy had since left the National Socialists, in 
spite of pressure from older members to 
keep him in the movement. He had also 
moved back to live with his mother. The 
Judge said that he hoped that the mother’s 
influence would keep him away from 
people with “unpleasant beliefs”. 

The boy pleaded guilty to burglary at the 
school, and to handling stolen goods from 
another burglary, and asked for two other 
offences to be considered. He was ordered 
to do 150 hours community service. 

Trevor Morgan, (17), and Stephen Gurney, 
(18), both of Coventry, also admitted taking 
part in the burglary at Barr’s Hill School. 
They also admitted two other burgaries. 
Morgan was sentenced to 12 months youth 
custody. Gurney was ordered to do a total 
of 200 hours community service. He was 
also sentenced to three months detention 
for being in breach of a_ conditional 


Front outnumbered in Coleraine .. . 


assembled to protest particularly at a 
nazi march taking place on the same day 
that, as several speakers pointed out, 
‘‘widows weep as they remember those 


lost on D-Day’’. The Front march 
actually passed the town’s war 
memorial. 


Inside the Town Hall, NF skinheads 
and a large contingent from the 
mainland heard Front leader Ian 
Anderson describe Bloody Sunday as the 
day ‘‘13 people were rightfully shot dead 
by British paratroopers’’. 

But Front members not entirely au 
fait with the present strategy of 


buttering up to loyalism blotted their 
copybooks the evening before the march 


.. . and Maidstone 





eo aS 
NF’s massed ranks at Maidstone bandstand. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 





discharge. 
5.6.84.) 


(Coventry Evening Telegraph 


@ COUNCIL TENANT UNDER SIEGE 


Rushmoor Council, in Aldershot, has been 
criticised for failing to protect a black 
tenant subjected to repeated racist attacks. 
Paulette Gordon, (22), and her daughter 
Nadine, (3), have been subjected to 
repeated attacks since she moved into the 
flat in Eastern Road, Aldershot. She has 
been burgled five times, but in the last eight 
months the attacks have been specifically 
racist. Her door has been covered with 
racist graffiti. She said:- 

“People have been writing ‘National 
Front’ on the walls outside my flat, and the 
word ‘blacks’ on the door.” 

“Once when | went away for the 
weekend, | came back to find tar all over the 
door. 

“The Council left it for two weeks before 





by defacing official unionist posters on 
walls in the Braniel estate. Local 
unionist politicians are demanding an 
apology. 

To the fore in the drive to build the 
party in the province is Joe Pearce, who 
has already made half-a-dozen visits to 
loyalist paramilitary groups this year. By 
concentrating his efforts on the Ulster 
Defence Association, however, he is 
known to have annoyed the Front’s 
erstwhile paramilitary pin-ups, the 
Ulster Volunteer Force. The UDA, 
despite an internal row over links with 
the Front, have now gone ahead and 
begun reproducing NF material in their 
own publications. 





they came and removed it.” 

She said that the Council should put 
security locks on the front doors to the 
blocks of flats to prevent anyone other than 
residents from getting in. (A/dershot News, 
Hants 8.6.84) 


@ JOB DISCRIMINATION IN 
BIRMINGHAM 


The Commission for Racial Equality has 
recently reported on two cases of job 
discrimination in Birmingham. 

Racial prejudice prevented employment 
of black people at St Chads hospital for six 
years. The CRE found systematic 
discrimination against black job seekers, 
which resulted in no black domestics being 
employed between 1973 and 1979, although 
other city hospitals have 90 per cent black 
domestics. The new management have 
given assurances that an equal 
opportunities policy is now in force. 

The Midlands Electricity Board has 
admitted racial bias in its recruitment 
methods. The CRE found that shortlisting 
for jobs was done on a selective basis, 
vacancies were not advertised widely 
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enough, and too few schools were involved 
in recuitment. 

In one case, a vacancy at the MEB 
showroom in Saltley, a largely black area, 
was advertised in the mostly white area of 
Sutton Coldfield. Mr Rob Clarke, Public 
Relations officer for the MEB, said:- 

“We met the CRE and agreed we would 
advertise more widely where there is a 
need.” (Evening Mail 236.84. & 2.7.84.) 


@ RACIST ATTACKS INCREASE IN 
SCOTLAND 


Racist harassment and National Front 
activities have increased alarmingly in 
Scotland, according to the Scottish Council 
for Racial Equality. In its annual report, the 
Council says that statements that race 
relations were not as bad as south of the 
border were “not only complacent, but 
inaccurate.” Mr Jyoti Hazra, the Council's 
convenor, said:- 

“There has been a noticeable increase of 
racial harassment and National Front 
activities in Scotland. 

“Members of ethnic minorities are now 
openly abused in the streets of Scottish 
cities, a situation which was unheard of 
only a few years ago.” 

He said that there should be a presence of 
the Commission for Racial Equality in a 
Scottish city. At present the Commission 
spends only 1 per cent of its £8 million 
budget in Scotland. 

George Younger, Secretary of State for 
Scotland, has failed to use his powers to 
make funds available for ethnic minority 
projects. Younger has in fact declared that 
the distribution of the ethnic minority 
population in Scotland did not justify the 
establishment of grant schemes. The 
Scottish CRE may take Younger to court 
over this issue. 

On the issue of discrimination in 
employment, Mr Hazra described the 
attitude of employers in Scotland towards 
ethnic minorities as ‘dismal’. Local 
authorities were particularly bad. (Glasgow 
Herald 15.6.84.) 


@ NF GANG BEAT UP CHILD 


A nine year old Islington boy has been 
beaten up by a National Front gang. The 
youths wore NF stickers and shouted racist 
abuse. They tore the boys clothes off before 
beating him and throwing him into a thorn 
bush. 

The attack occurred close to the boy’s 
home on the Packington Estate, Islington. 
The boy is half Asian, and both he and his 
brother have been subjected to previous 
racist attacks. His mother, a teacher at a 
local school, said that the nine year old was 
so badly shocked by the attack that he 
could hardly speak. 

“He was covered from the waist up in 
huge scratches and bumps from the thorns 
on the bush”, she said. 

The 11 year old child has been sent away 
to boarding school to escape further 
violence. 

An Islington Council spokesman said:- 

“We are very concerned about any 
incidents of racial attacks in the borough, 
and have been monitoring these on our 
estates. 

“We will look into this case immediately 
to see what can be done.” 

A police spokesman said there was an 
indication of National Front involvement in 
the attack. 

“Any incident like this is very worrying 
and we are paying special attention to it.” 

Last year five arrests were made 
following a spate of similar attacks on the 
Packington Estate. (/s/ington Gazette 15.6.84.) 





LETTERS 


Salisbury plain cheek 


Dear Editor, 


| have recently taken over the post of Managing 
Editor on the Salisbury Review and thought that 
| would take this opportunity to write to you to 
see if an exchange of complimentary copies of 
our publications could be arranged. 

If you find this suggestion agreeable | would 
be grateful if you could let me know so that | can 
add your address to my list in time for our next 
issue. | look forward to hearing from you in the 
near future. 


With all good wishes 
Yours sincerely, 
Philip Moss. 


Junior Service 


Dear Editor 


| note with interest the item on Mr Junior Service 
in your June issue. It may interest your readers 
to know that this Group was extremely critical of 
the decision of the local police Commander not 
to have informed the Group of the case earlier. 
Since then the Group has written to both the 
Police Complaints Bureau and the Director of 
Public Prosecutions, urging a speedy conclusion 
to the investigation of Mr Service’s complaint. 
Yours faithfully 

Astel Parkinson 

Chairman, Community/Police 

Consultative Group for Lambeth 


NCCL 


Dear Editor, 

| read with great interest your editorial and the 
letter from various groups about the row at the 
National Council for Civil Liberties. The kind of 
attitude shown by those arguing for a platform 
for racists is widespread throughout the pacifist 
end of the peace movement, | am sad to say, and 
it is a view sincerely held by many who feel that 
everyone has the right to civil liberties. They 
make out well argued cases for their views but 
fail to understand the difference between 
freedom and licence. 


Yours in peace and racial justice, 


Pat Isiorho, 
Nuneaton. 


Anti Racist Youth Work 





Defence appeal 


Dear Searchlight 


For any genuine anti-fascist at Jubilee Gardens 
on June 9th, the successful intervention by 
fascists at the end of the Redskins set must have 
aroused certain emotions. Although this was the 
largest and most publicised attack it was 
certainly not an isolated incident and should 
remind the left that the NF still exists. 

The old “constitutional” nazis like Tyndall 
have gone and the NF is now dominated by a 
new group. They believe that “controlling the 
streets” (i.e. smashing all potential opposition) is 
vital if they are to regain political credibility. They 
rely for their political and intellectual guidance on 
an Italian fascist terrorist group called the Third 
Position. 

They recognise that as ‘race warriors’ the 
average NF member leaves a lot to be desired, 
hence the formation of their Instant Response 
Group. In the 9 months since its formation the 
IRG has been building the morale and experience 
of its members by attacking a series of ‘’soft’’ 
targets, student discos, Troops Out meetings, 
paper sales, and savage attacks on individual 
Asians, culminating in the well organised assault 
on June 9th. And they intend to continue these 
attacks throughout the summer. By operating in 
this way they are aware that it will not have any 
electoral appeal, but they consider it necessary 
to clear the way” if they are going to re-emerge 
as a political force. In the meantime they present 
an immediate and personal threat to all left-wing 
activities. They must be stopped. 

Red Action has a credible record in dealing 
with fascists but we regard this ‘‘new’ initiative 
sufficiently seriously to launch an appeal to all 
un-aligned anti-fascists and individual members 
of other groups. Our aim is to help organise the 
defence of public meetings, gigs, paper sales, 
etc., of any left-wing organisation under threat 
of imminent attack. We are convinced that at the 
moment this tactic is the best response and the 
most effective way of preventing the fascists 
achieving their ultimate aim, ‘‘controlling the 
streets’’. We can be contacted at the address 
below. 


Red Action 

Box 5, c/o Housmans Bookshop, 
5 Caledonian Rd. 

London NI. 


Anti-Racist Youth Work. National 
Youth Bureau. (95p post free, NYB, 
17-23 Albion Street, Leicester, LE1 
6GD). 


What should youth workers do when 
National Front skinheads turn up at 
the youth club? A report on Anti- 
Racist Youth Work by the National 
Youth Bureau, paints a depressing 
picture of official inaction and a 
widespread willingness to blame the 
victims of racism. It also gives 
suggestions on how to improve things. 


The report states that in spite of a growth 
in material emphasising the problems of 
racism, there have been few practical 
attempts at anti-racist youth work. Such 
initiatives were usually in response to overt 
displays of racism, for example young 
people turning up at youth clubs with 
National Front literature. 


The authors of the report found a deeply 
ingrained racism in the youth service. The 
problem was not seen as the attitudes of the 
white population, but as the presence in this 
country of a black one. Black youth 
workers have tried, with little success, to 
convince their white colleagues about white 
responsibility for racism. They, and white 
anti racists, reported that their efforts at 
anti-racism work were undermined by 
colleagues in the work place. 

The report says that for white people 
racism awareness training and learning 
about racism in white culture should be the 
emphasis. Multi-cultural education is 
dismissed as a ‘‘token gesture’’. 

The report also stresses the key role to be 
played by employers:- 

“‘Without an indication of support from 
local authority or voluntary organisations, 
workers will continue to feel isolated and 
uncertain’’. 

Such support is at present lacking. 





FUNERAL FOR A FRIEND? 


HAVE you heard the one about the former 
right wing extremist Rhodesian MP and 
member of lan Smith's party offering 
people in Britain “a once-in-a-lifetime 
chance to plan your own funeral’? Read 
On:.2: 

Mr Dennis Walker, who fled from 
Zimbabwe two years ago after being 
accused of complicity in a plot to overthrow 
the Mugabe Government is now posing as a 
smooth-talking and _ over-friendly 
“businessman” in the Waltham Forest area 
of London. 

Mind you there is at least one link with his 
former more bloody, occupation — death. 
For Mr Walker is now advertising himself as 
a founder of the Funeral Advisory and 
Planning Association which he insists is 
“non-profit making”. 

He is quoted as saying: “It is a way for 
people to be assured they will die with 
dignity. A funeral is not only costly for 
relatives, but also extremely traumatic.” 
Quite so, Mr Walker, particularly when they 
are black and the victims of apartheid and 
South African military manoevres_ in 
Namibia. 

What you do is to pay £2.75 annual 
membership and you can then finance your 
funeral in advance or just get it planned 
without any payment. We wonder if Mr 
Walker's little outfit is also able to offer 
someone to bump you off, as well? He does 
insist, however, that it is only open to 
people who want to arrange their own 
funerals “not other people’s”’. 

Unfortunately, Mr Walker also claims to 
be Christian and is reputed to work for the 
Rhodesian Christian Group which still 
believes in the good old colonialist days of 
Rhodesia. And he also poses as a Methodist 
local preacher in Waltham Forest, much to 
the horror of some members of local 
congregations there. There are now moves 
to have him taken off the local preacher 
circuit. 

Rather oddly, when he was asked about 
his past, he was rather reticent. “If | am too 
involved in something, then my employers 
won't be particularly happy. If you want to 
know more, the | suggest you ring Bill 
Deedes, the editor of the Dai/y Telegraph. We 
are close friends.” We recommend the 
minister of New Road Methodist Church, 
Chingford, does the same — Walker is using 
his address as a contact address. 


PARTY PICS 


ONE person who must feel particularly 
committed to the Front’s policy of banning 
foreign imports is Front photographer lan 
Newport. 

A mediocre lensperson at best, Newport 
achieved notoriety when prosecuted for his 
part in compiling We Are National Front, an 
especially nauseous photo-magazine 
comprising entirely of his own 
photographic work. 

But recently, from enjoying a near 
monopoly on the photographic fringe, he 
has been losing ground to an American, Bob 
Hoy, whose work we identified a few 
months ago, gracing the pages of Michael 
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Bob Hoy writes to League of St George. 








McLaughlin’s Mercenary magazine. 

Soon after, a Hoy photo-essay appeared 
in Michael Walker’s Scorpion, entitled 
“Daughters of Albion and Ulster.” And 
now, most recently, Hoy has begun to 
trespass on Newport’s own home turf: a 
number of his photographs make up 
Marching on with the National Front — the 
party’s follow up to Newport's We Are NF. 

Hoy’s efforts to flood Britain with cheap 
nazi photographic imports began a couple 
of years ago when he tried to palm off on 
the League of St George a set of pics of 
friendly Klansmen taken at a 1982 
Survivalist Festival organised in Illinios by 
the Christian-Patriots Defence League. 

In his letter to the League he admits being 
a friend of Brighton’s own nazi publisher 
and international link man Tony Hancock. 


MYTHICAL 
MEDITERRANEAN 


FROM time to time we like to run little 
competitions for the amusement of our 
readers. This month’s concerns the true 
identity of one Mario Aprile, a member of 
the editorial staff of The Scorpion. 

This journal, it will be recalled, is an organ 
of the “new right” edited and published by 
former NF branch official and Heritage 
Tours operator Michael Walker from his flat 
in Pimlico. “Mario Aprile’, it appears, is 
responsible with Walker for the magazine’s 
“graphics” and, in the most recent edition 
(no 6) contributes an article on the Italian 
fascist philosopher Julius Evola, much in 
vogue with the NF’s newly _ installed 
Strasserite leadership. 

To win this month's quiz, readers are 
invited to send, on a postcard, their answers 
to the question “What is Mario Aprile’s real 
name?” to: Roberto Fiore, wanted terrorist, 
50 Warwick Square, London SW1. 

Winners will get a free tour of London's 
historic landmarks, in the language of their 
choice, courtesy of Heritage Tours, also of 
50 Warwick Square, London SW1. 

Close friends and associates of wanted 
Italian terrorists may not enter. This 
includes, of course, Front leaders Andrew 
Brons, Joe Pearce, Nick Griffin, lan 
Anderson, Derek Holland, Paul Matthews, 
the rest of the NF National Directorate, the 
editorial staff of Candour, its editor Ms 
Rosine de Bounevialle, David Irving’s 
former political secretary Robin Davies, all 


members of the League of St George, and 
Scorpion editor Michael Walker (of 50 
Warwick Square, London SW1). 

Clue: In Italian, Fiore means Flower. Aprile 
means April. April flowers? Geddit? 


BURNING AMBITION 


AS we have reported elsewhere in this 
issue, the Front’s efforts to build their 
presence in Northern Ireland has led to a 
number of contacts with Unionist 
politicians. By this route they hope to tap 
into mainstream loyalist politics. 

This tactic has already involved 
publishing, in their monthly Nationalism 
Today, interviews with prominent unionists. 

But one of those so honoured has recently 
heaped himself in disgrace with an 
astonishing outburst against Roman 
Catholics which might even have raised a 
few eyebrows had it appeared in Bulldog. 

George Seawright, Ulster Assembly 
member and Belfast councillor for lan 
Paisley’s Democratic Unionist Party, 
launched into his tirade at a meeting of the 
city’s Education and Library Board. 

Describing Catholic parents as “Fenian 
scum” he declared that “taxpayers money 
would be better spent on an incinerator and 
burning the lot of them. The priests should 
be thrown in and burned as well’. His 
remarks led to demands to the DPP for his 
prosecution. 

Only a few months ago, Seawright told 
Nationalism Today that “Britain has no room 
for three million or more coloured 
immigrants”, that ‘‘native-born Britons 
should have priority in jobs and houses” and 
that ‘the EEC is part of a deliberate design 
by ‘International Finance’ to bring about an 
eventual ‘world government’ under their 
control, in which national states would 
cease to exist”. 

It will be interesting to note how his views 
on Catholics are digested by the sizeable 
clutch of self-styled Catholics which 
currently graces the Front’s own National 
Directorate. 


DEAR JOHN... 


MEMO to John Tyndall: don’t believe 
everything you get through the post. If any 
more letters arrive purporting to come from 
Ray Hill, why not check with us before you 
print them. It might save you some 
embarrassment. 


The Campaign 


Prior to the campaign launch Le Pen 
addressed the traditional Joan of Arc rally 
on May13th. This assembled all the extreme 
right, including the new French Nationalist 
Party formed last December from an NF 
split. Among the ranks addressed as 
‘French patriots’? was the German neo- 
nazi Michael Kuehnen, sought by the West 
German government for arms and other 
extremist offences. 

The NF candidates were a kaleidoscope 
of the ultra right. A facade of 
“respectability”? was supplied by M. de 
Carnaret, member of the European 
Assembly, and d’Ormesson, a mayor who 
had stood on Simone Veil’s UDF list in 
1979. There were representatives of the 
SNPMI (Union of small Businesses), 
including one much-flaunted Jewish 
candidate, and the CNIP (Independents 
and Peasants), a black candidate from the 
movement opposed to independence for 
New Caledonia, an Algerian collaborator 
of the 1950s and a mysterious Roumanian 
who claimed to be a member of the Polish 
Government in exile. The OAS was 
represented as was the fundamentalist 
Catholic Solidarity Movement by a 
candidate convicted of racial hatred 
following a meeting of the ‘‘French 
Brotherhood’’ last October. 





Le Pen at May 13 rally 


The NF election meetings were well 
attended, with people paying 20 francs for 
entrance. By the end of the campaign it was 
claimed that membership has soared to 
25,000 with applications arriving at about 
the rate of 800 a day. 

Everywhere there was subtantial anti- 
fascist and anti-racist resistance. In the left- 
wing stronghold of Clermont-Ferrand 5-600 
people set up flaming barricades; at 
Besancon 2,000 demonstrators 
commemorated the Algerians who died in 
the war; at Metz the demonstrations were 
so hard that the NF brought out their 
“*stewards’’. This was organised by ex-OAS 
member Roger Holeindre who armed them 
with coshes and radios to intercept police 
frequencies. 
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LAST month the French Front Nationale polled 10% 


sent 10 members to the European Parliament. Below, 





EURO-ELECTIONS 
DIPPED IN POISO 


At Toulouse, the hall was wrecked by 
explosives the night before Le Pen was due 
to speak. According to Le Monde 200,000 
demonstrated and 2,000 attended the NF 
meeting but Chirac’s RPR only drew 500. 

Anti-fascists began, however, to disagree 
on tactics and the Socialists lowered their 
profile in response to criticisms that 
violence made Le Pen into a ‘‘victim’’. 





The Programme 


Basing its programme on Le Pen’s book, 
French First, the NF pressed for more 
referenda, denationalisation, an increase in 
shareholding by (male) heads of 


households, strikes to be controlled by 
special courts and banned in the public 
sector, an end to abortion, a state salary to 
mothers (to encourage white French 
population growth) and restriction of 
French Nationality laws to exclude the 
children of immigrants. 

They also demanded the immediate 
return of illegal immigrants and loans for 
all legal immigrants to leave the country. 
Return of the death penalty, harsher penal 
institutions, civilian fall-out shelters, and a 
short contract professional volunteer army 
were also part and parcel of NF policy. 

There were undercurrents of anti- 
semitism in Le Pen’s persistant personal 


“The more you know me the more you’ll like me’”” — Le Pen’s Ek 


1928 born at Trinity sur Mer. “Until 1945 | 
kept a photo of Marshal Petain and 
remained his admirer”. __ 

1945 After the Liberation Le Pen joined 
demonstrations of the UII 
(Independent intellectuals Union) 
pressing for an amnesty for 
collaborators. 

1948 Convicted of injuring a police 
officer. Arrested for selling the paper 
“Aspects de la France” at a National 
Restoration Movement (royalist) 
meeting. 

1949 Ran “Students”, a journal “hostile 
to Gaullists and for a European 
Nation’’. Helped to organise 
demonstrations against the Viet-Minh. 
Convicted of drunkenness and 

attacking police officers. 

1950 Active in ultra-right student 
politics. Convicted of injuries to a 
waiter, when his friends caused 
extensive damage to a restaurant. Ran 


the stewards organisation of the UNIR_ | 


(Union of Independent Republican 
Nationalists). Party leader, lsomi 
remarked on the high level of violence 
during the electoral campaign. Le Pen 
took part in street battles against 
Communist members of the LICA 
(International League Against Anti- 
Semitism). 
(1951 His Presidency of the University 
__Law Society ended in scandal because 
of his drunkeness at meetings and 


complaints about the unruly goings on _ 


in the society’ s offices at night. 

1952 After a public apology for 
misconduct he gains a law degree, 
enabling him to practise as a lawyer. 


‘1954 Does military service in paras in. 


AedoChina. 


1955 Joins Poujade’s UFF and active in 
the Youth section. Active in “French 
Nation Section”, followers of Maurras. 

1956 Elected to National Assembly. His 
extremism and association with 
violence led Poujade to manoeuvre for 
him to quit leading role in youth 
organisation. Le Pen responds to 
Poujade’s moderation and joins the 
paras to fight in Algeria. 

1957 Set up the National Front of 
Combattants (FNC), and organised 
stunts — debates and films for Algerie- 
Francais on summer beaches. His style 
proved a constant embarassment to his 
more respectable allies on the right. 

1958 Elected to National Assembly for 
the CNIP (Independents and Peasants). 
FNC organise a big meeting in Paris 
which Martel addresses, urging 
insurrection in order to keep Algeria. 


7960 Active in Soustelle’s National Front - 


for French Algeria {FNAF). Its 
communiques were printed by 
Belgians, but with a heading of four 
celtic crosses, and signed by Le Pen. 
1961 Active in support group for Algerie- 
Francais. Travelled to Madrid with 
Poujade and Tixier-Vignancourt to 
“offer their services’ to Salan and 
other OAS (Underground Secret Army! 
leaders. 

1962 Loses seat in legislature. Set up 
propaganda recording company, 


“Society for Public Relations one 


Study (SERUP), 

1963 Founding member of Tixier- 
Vignancourt’s Presidential election 
committee. Len Pen rapidly became an 
impediment to Tixier's. attempts to 
widen his electoral base. 


_ 1972 National Front (NF) set up with Len 


Pen as President. 


in the Euro-elections, and 


we look at their campaign. 


LE PEN 
IN 





attacks on R. Badinter (Socialist Party) and 
Simone Veil (UDR) whom he called 
‘‘Medusa’’. He held her personally 
responsible for bringing 6 million foreigners 
into France, while encouraging French 
women to have abortions. A pamphlet was 
circulated implying a ‘‘jewish conspiracy’”’ 
behind Veil’s canditature. Contempt for 
women featured strongly: at one meeting 
Le Pen spoke of the Association of 
Algerian Women as being unable to 
distinguish between sexual rutting and 
politics. Homosexuals he saw as part of the 
threat to birth rates in the white population, 
while Third World levels soared. All his 
outrageous statements attracted sensational 


on slogan. See what you think: 


1973 Legislative elections. NF gets 2.5 per 
cent of vote; Le Pen gets 5.2 per cent. 

1974 Presidential elections. Le Pen gets 
0.74 per cent of vote. : 

1976 Participated in right-wing journal 
item, a general right-wing forum. In 
November, Le Pen’s home blown up. 

1977 Municipal elections. Le Pen 
campaigns as “social and popular 
right” candidate on three themes — 
insecurity in towns, deportation of 
immigrants and lack of media balance. 
Hubert Lambert (right-wing writer) 
leaves Le Pen his fortune. 

1978 Legislative elections. Le Pen’s NF 
list includes 2 soldiers, members of the 
French Union Association of 
Combattants and Marc Fredriksen 
(founder of FANE — Federation of 
European National Action, and FNE — 
European National Fascists.) NF 
average 3 per cent in first round of 
election. From 1978 to 1981 the NF and 
New Force Party (PFN) compete for the 
leadership of the ultra-right. 

1987 Le Pen unable to get enough 
support to run in Presidential election. 
Launches NF Youth Section (YNF). 

1982 Concentrates on denouncing left — 
activists and joining SNPMI 
demonstrations. in municipal | 
elections, Le Pen gains 8 per cent of the 
vote and becomes a local councillor in 
Paris. In June he joins Independent 
Professional Police Federation (FPIP) 
demonstration. At Dreux election, in 
electoral pact with RPR (Conservative- 
right), NF wins 55.3 per cent of vote and 
has several local councillors elected — 
(see Searchlight No 101). In December 
Le Pen gets 12.02 per cent of votes at 
Auray by-election. | . : 
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media coverage. Perhaps more seriously, he 
was able to convey these ideas while 
maintaining a pose of bluff amiability, 
challenging accusations of fascism with 
“Took, I wear white, not black shirts’’. 


The Results 


About 41 per cent of French voters 
abtained. Le Pen probably won around 15 
per cent from supporters of the Giscardian 
RPR and 6 per cent from the Socialists. 
Apart from the view that the Dreux alliance 
between the Front and Chirac’s supporters 
had given the NF an opportunity to pose as 
“‘moderates’’, the RPR was criticised for 
running a united centre-right list with UDF, 
losing its hard-right support to the NF. 
French elections, usually in two stages, 
allow a protest vote to be registered in the 
first round followed by a more sober 
consideration in the second. The European 
election did not give this safeguard. Polls 
reveal that the overwhelming factor 
influencing NF voting (38 per cent) was 


UTM} = 20 -30% 


Geographical distribution of NF vote in 
France by Department, June 17th 1984. 


immigration, followed by unemployment 
(19 per cent). NF support came from all 
sections of the population, and was 


Goons from National Revolutionary Movement join NF at May 13 rally. 


geographically widespread. The strong vote 
in the South came from ‘‘Pieds-noires’’, — 
the ex-Algerian colonists. 


Underlying factors 


The Socialist Government faces a host of 
problems, ranging from the economy to 
changes in the education system. It is on the 
defensive at all levels. We have documented 
in Searchlight its handling of immigration 
which has managed to alienate almost 
everyone. In early May, just before the 
Euro-campaign began, there were 
spectacular raids against squatters and drug 
dealers near the Gare de Lyon in Paris. 
Some of those affected were North African 
workers living in cheap hostels. During 
police raids two people were killed. The 
same week two Algerians were shot by 
police, one in the centre of Paris and 
another in Nancy. The police claim self- 
defence. A march and press conference to 
commemorate the victims of racial violence 
ended with all present being subjected to 
identity checks. As the results of the 
European elections came through, the 
Moslem population of France was 
celebrating Ramadan. It is feared that 
some of these festivities will end tragically 
as they have in previous years. 


Le Pen: Torturer 


“On arrest (Yanianoui Abdemnon) had 
two electric wires placed on his ear lobes 
and Lieut Le Pen administered electric 
shocks himself. In the presence of the 
same officer Yanianoui was hit with a 
cow whip and tied to a bench, feet and 
hands tied and forced to drink water. He 
was then kept for five days in a “tomb”, 
a hole in the ground, fastened with 
barbed wire. ... Yanianoui is the half 
brother of Khemissi Abderazak, 
Guardian of the Peace in Algiers who 
was killed by terrorists . . . his family are 
well known to be pro-French” (Report of 
Commissar R. Gilles, Central 
Commissiariat of Police, Algiers 1st 
March 1957). 
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As racist attacks mount in east London, 
7 Campaign is launched 


THESE ARE RACIST 
NOT ‘GANG WAR 


BEATEN 


Treated as 
‘mere robbery’ 


Mr Ganga Dharan, a 58-year-old man, was 
attacked on 5 May outside the Tropicana 
Wine Bar around 9pm. He was jumped on by 
two white youths and was savagely beaten. 
As a result of the attack his jaw was 
fractured, both his arms were broken at the 
wrist (his left arm required an operation), his 
right ear required several stitches, his 
forehead was profusely swollen and blood 
clotted, both his knees were bruised, areas of 
his chest were bruised as a result of kicks and 
most of his teeth were kicked out. As a result 
of his injuries he was hospitalised for six 
days. Mr Ganga Dharan now feels that he 
may not be able to go back to work. 

When the attack was briefly mentioned in 
the Newham Recorder (for which we believe 
information was obtained from East Ham 
Police Station) it was made out to be a mere 
robbery. 


Too busy 


The police to date have yet to obtain a 
statement from Mr Ganga Dharan. When 
they were asked by the CRO from the 
Newham Race Relations Association, with 
regard to this, he was informed that the 
police did try to obtain a statement on 6, 7 
and 8 May, but could not do so as Mr Ganga 
Dharan could not speak. Mr Ganga Dharan 
has said that no-one visited him at the 
hospital and that he could speak them. 

On hearing this the CRO proceeded to 
make an appointment with the police and Mr 
Ganga Dharan’s son so that a statement 
could be given. On arrival at the East Ham 
Police Station the son was told by the police 
officer at the reception that they were busy 
and could not take the statement and asked 
the son to write it up himself and to hand it 
in, 


Newham Monitoring Project asked the 
police: 

Can you explain why the police are trying to 
underplay the racist overtones in this attack? 
Did you inform the Newham Recorder that 
Mr Ganga Dharan was asked for money and 
then attacked (this is something that Mr 
Ganga Dharan strongly denies)? In the light 
of this incident, can you say what attitude 
your police force adopts in reporting racist 
attacks to the press? 
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Racist attacks on black people in 
London, especially East London, have 
reached an alarming level. As one 
Bangladeshi victim in Tower Hamlets 
put it: ‘‘the intimidation of 
Bangladeshi families (in Tower 
Hamlets) has met with Police inaction 
and conspiracy as can be seen from 
their refusal to arrest racists even when 
they are identified. Yet they are willing 
to arrest the victims ... all this is in 
marked contrast to the immediate and 
urgent measures which the Home 
Secretary announced in the House of 
Commons in response to what he saw 
as intimidation of non-striking 
miners’’. 

Leon Brittan’s values and those of 
newspapers have been summarised thus: 10 
racist murders=an assault on a non- 
striking miner; 10 racist arson attacks=a 
marble thrown at a window; 20 racist 
stabbings=a car being vandalised. In a 
statement, the East London Campaign 
Against the Police Bill comments: ‘‘the 
beleagured black community in East 
London which has faced racist attacks of 
unprecedented ferocity for the last two 
decades, has yet to be given the protection 
in the form of special squads and plain 
clothes police officers afforded to scab 
miners in Nottinghamshire ...’’ They 
rightly ask, in view of the new youthful 
leadership of the NF and the general 
rightward drift in our society towards 
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The Newham 8 trial ended in acquittals but 
now the same charges are being used again 
— the Newham 7 Campaign is asking for 
support particularly in joining a picket of 
West Ham Magistrates’ Court, West Ham 
Lane, Stratford, at 10,00 am on September 
14. Further details from 01-555-3331. 


‘‘more strident forms of state 
authoritarianism’’, whether in the face of 
total police indifference and hostility, are 
we going to go through yet another long hot 
summer of attacks and murders without 
any action whatsoever? They add: ‘‘If the 
authorities fail to respond, each one of us 
should begin to think about ways and 
means of organising the defence of our 
communities in whatever way we see fit.”’ 

In Newham, East London, the Newham 
7 Campaign is beginning to grow. Zafar 








Mr Sathyavirmthan of East Ham was 
attacked on 24 April outside the Tropicana 
Wine Bar around 10.45pm. He was attacked 
by two white youths who came out from the 
bar with beer glasses. He was pushed around, 
had beer poured on him and was hit on the 
right side of the face with a beer mug. 

When Mr Sathyavirmthan got home he 
telephoned the police and an ambulance. He 
was taken to Newham Hospital and had to 
have several stitches on his face. He also 
made a statement to the police who informed 
him that there would be another visit to take 
the matter further. He has not heard from the 
police since. 

As a result Mr Sathyavirmthan lost two 
week full pay, suffers constant headaches as a 
result of the attack, and now has blurred 
vision. 


the Newham 


ATTACKS 
FARE’ 


Khan, Goga Khan, Amjad Ali, Khan 
Bhadur, Jyoti Rajappan, Shan Chowdhry 
and Habib Mohammed face conspiracy and 
affray charges for defending themselves 
against racist attacks. 

This follows from April 7 when there 
were a series of attacks on Asian people in 
the Upton Park and Forest Gate areas by 
white thugs in a car, including one incident 
where a partially disabled Asian youth, 
16-year-old Parvinder Singh, was dragged 
into a car, taken to Wanstead Flats and 
assaulted with a hammer by two white men 
and a girl. 


Nazi haunts 


Only minutes later two white men and a girl 
jumped out of a car and attacked 16-year- 
old Sohail Butt. Sohail’s family have heard 
nothing from the police since the attack. 
Another attack that day by two white men 
and a girl was on 18-year-old Siegfried 
D’Souza. Others attacked that day included 
an apprentice coming home from work in 
St Stephens Road, a youth in Plashet Road 
and a family shopping in Green Street. 

More attacks followed in the course of 
the day orchestrated by other whites 
drinking in the well-known haunt of local 
fascists and nazis, The Duke of Edinburgh 
pub. Asian youths fought back outside the 
pub in self-defence after having billiard 
balls thrown at them from whites inside the 
pub, 15 to 20 of whom came charging out. 
The police arrived almost at once, and 
promptly arrested an Asian youth. 

Jamal Athar Chaudhri was arrested and 
later charged with possession of an 
offensive weapon and causing actual bodily 
harm. Roy Lellow, James Lellow and 
Stuart Young were also arrested by were 
later released. The following day, 8 April, 
Jothi Ragappani Pervais Khan (one of the 
defendants acquitted in the Newham Eight 
trail last December at the Old Bailey) and 
his brother Zaffer were stopped in their car, 
taken to Forest Gate police station and 
questioned about the pub incident. In the 
light of the Newham Eight experience they 
claim they refused to make a statement. 
They were eventually charged with 
possession of offensive weapons. (Builders 
tools found in the boot of the car). When 
they appeared before West Ham 
Magistrates, on 10 April, Khan Bahadu, an 
observer in the public gallery was identified 
by the police, and later arrested outside the 
court room and charged with criminal 
damage. On 22 April, Amjad Ali was 
arrested and charged with criminal damage. 
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Left for dead . 


Mr Perera, East Ham, was attacked on the 
same night as Mr Ganga Dharan, but at the 
later time of 12.30am. After leaving a public 
house, Mr Perera walked a friend home to 
Keppel Road. After that he started walking 
home. While walking on Burgess Road, two 
white men attacked him. Mr Perera was 
stabbed four times in the abdomen. When the 
attackers fled (they were scared away by some 
noise), Mr Perera, who was by now dizzy and 
in extreme pain, made his way home (which 
was quite close). On reaching home, the 
ambulance and police were called. Mr Perera 
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was taken to Newham General Hospital and 
had to undergo an emergency operation. As a 
result he was hospitalised for two weeks. The 
doctors told Mr Perera that if he was another 
half-an-hour late he would have been dead. If 
Mr Perera did not make it back to that flat, 
he would now most probably be dead. To 
date the police have not taken a statement 
from Mr Perera. Mr Perera has said he would 
be able to recognise his attackers if he saw 
them again. Have the police taken steps to 
find out if this information is available and if 
so, to pursue it? 





On Ist May the three white youths, Roy 
Lellow, James Lellow and Stuart Young 
were charged with criminal damages. 

On subsequent court appearances, on 11 
May, Detective Sergeant John Gillie, 
supervising the investigation, maintained 
that the papers had been sent to the 
Director of Public Prosecutions and that 
other charges were being considered against 


What action? 


Chief Superintendent David Martin, Officer- 
in-Charge of East Ham Police Station 
commented on these cases: ‘‘After a meeting 
lasting almost three hours, it was agreed that 
a senior officer would make suitable 
representations to the licensee of ‘The 
Tropicana’ Wine Bar from where most of 
these assaults have allegedly originated. This 
has now been done and in the event of any 
recurrence suitable action will be taken 
against the premises.”’ 


a number of defendants. Meanwhile, Khan 
Bahadur and Amjad Ali had been held in 
Wormwood Scrubs since their arrest. 

On 29 May, all the defendants except 
Pervais Khan were charged with conspiracy 
to cause criminal damage and affray. The 
defence solicitors claimed in court that no 
such papers had been sent to the DPP or 
anyone else. 

On the same court appearance, bail 
assurity witness for Amjad Ali (held in 
Wormwood Scrubs since his arrest), 
Muhammad Fiaz, was refused assurity 
subject to an inquiry related to the case. 
Fiaz himself was arrested outside the court 


but later released without charge. On 30 
May, Muhammad Habib, 19, was arrested 
at home and charged with conspiracy to 
cause criminal damage and affray. 

In contrast, the three white youths 
eventually arrested in connection with the 
incident were neither remanded in custody 
nor faced bail objections by police. At this 
stage charges against these defendants 
ranged from possessing offensive weapons 
to criminal damager. They were 
subsequently charged with affray and 
conspiracy to cause criminal damage. 

Unmesh Desai of the Newham 
Monitoring Project, said: ‘‘The fact the 
police took so long in deciding what charges 
to bring, and kept people who are innocent 
until proven guilty under the English law, in 
prison for seven weeks, and the delay in the 
arrest of the white youth is scandalous 
behaviour — it seems nothing has been 
learnt from the Newham Eight case.”’ 


Police revenge 


The feeling of the Asian community is that 
the police are now taking their revenge for 
the acquittal of the Newham Eight by 
constant harassment and charges of affray 
and conspiracy. These charges were 
traditionally used (against white people) 
after rival gang fights — teddy boys, mods 
and rockers — and its use against black 
people in the last decade has been novel in 
the fact that no specific assault has to be 
proven. All that has to be shown is that the 
accused have been involved in a fight which 
has frightened onlookers — like the 
Newham Eight case. 

Newham police are making out that this 
is all just a bit of gang warfare. Police 


Continued over 
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‘*The so called right-wing groups were 
the only ones doing anything about it. 
The issue was as parochial as that and 
my involvement had nothing to do with 
what turned out to be the wider right 
wing ideals of the organisation.”’ 

These were the words of a Huddersfield 
councillor as he admitted that he had been a 
member of the British National Party until 
some time after it became part of the 
National Front in 1967. The parochial issue 
was that of slum housing in Notting Hill 
Gate in the early sixties when Rachmanism 
was rife. Had Searchlight uncovered 
another infiltrator into the Tory Party or 
SDP as we have on several occasions in the 
past? No, these are the words of Councillor 
Alan Francis Phelan of the Labour Party. 
The Labour group leader on Huddersfield 
Council, Cllr Lawrence Conlon appears 
happy to be associated with this liar whom 
he has publicly defended. Cllr Phelan was 
not just a lay member of the BNP but a 
branch organiser in West London working 
at the building that later housed Colin 
Jordan’s nazi headquarters. 

The truth, as we are sure Cllr Phelan is 
aware, is that the only organisation that 
tried to confront Rachmanism in those 
years at the end of the fifties and the start 
of the sixties was the Paddington Labour 
Party, led by the late MP for the area, Ben 
Parkin, one of the most respected activists 


Mr. Alan Phelan, Acting Branch 


Organiser in Paddington and North Ken- 


sington, is looking for more active sup- 
port. Contact him c/o National H.Q. 
Scottish members and supporters wish- 


From Combat, BNP paper, May-June 1963. 


against slum landlords and a vigorous 
opponent of Cllr Phelan’s former 
jackbooted nazi comrades in the British 
National Party. In contrast the BNP, which 
was led by men like Andrew Fountaine, 
Colin Jordan and John Tyndall, was the 
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organisation that created the paramilitary 
force, ‘‘Spearhead’’, whose officers were 
later sent to prison for running it. This was 
the party that was set up after its activists 
had run riot in the Notting Hill race riots as 
members of the White Defence League and 
the National Labour Party. This was the 
group that hosted the brother of Martin 
Luther King’s assassin, James Earl Ray, at 
one of their national camps. This was the 
party that paraded through the streets of 
London singing the Horst Wessel song and 
screaming for Eichman’s release. This is the 
outfit that Phelan would have us believe 
was less nasty than the National Front. His 
claims that the BNP did good work would 
be funny if it was not such a serious breach 
of Labour Party security to allow this man 
to become a councillor. 

In the mid-sixties Phelan left London and 
went to live in Germany. On his return he 
moved to the north of England and 
maintained links with the far right for some 
time. He joined the Labour Party about 
four years ago. He works as a lecturer and 
now has a German wife. 

The Labour Party should act with speed 
and vigour and expel this man from its 
ranks. 


Sheffield 


They say actions speak louder than words, 
so how the Labour group leaders of 
Sheffield must be wishing that one of their 
ranks had kept his mouth shut recently. 
During a heated debate in the council 
chamber the question of the Government’s 
nazi style police tactics came up. The leader 
of the Conservative group, Cllr Irvine 
Patinick, who is Jewish, was away at the 





time, but this did not stop Labour 
councillor Keith Martin from commenting, 
after talking about the nazi extermination 
of the Jews in Germany: ‘‘They were 
exterminated. Not far enough in some 
cases.”’ 

The Labour leadership are quoted as 
being disgusted at the remarks and have 
taken the matter up with Cllr Martin. Anda 
local churchman has written to the press 
suggesting Martin’s resignation might be 
appropriate in the circumstances 


Euro-candidate 


Thinking we had got away from these 
inexcusable lapses amongst Labour’s 
membership we were sent a questionnaire 
filled in by candidates in the recent Euro 
elections. The replies by Brian Bastin, 
Labour’s candidate for the Thames Valley, 
were fascinating enough to have made the 
Guardian diary. Our readers might be 
interested in the full version of Mr Bastin’s 
responses reproduced here. 


colour or belief. I do feel that we have to be careful eu: + 





admission of too many people to the country. ‘The pressure of j 4°, 





to come here is because of the poor living beoasor in meny 

and it ie quite clear that ir“we“aeveed to all ‘the ‘requests to: enitaz 
the country. I hope that the developed countries will increas: ©) 

speed of development of those poor countries so that people will rem. 
within their own culture. 

I must say that I find the animal slaughter rituals of some rejig) 1s 
groups like the Jews and Moslems cruel and therefore repugnant and | 
would not like us to increase the proportion of the population which 
practices such things. 

I fear very greatly the religious habits of punishment for example 
of the Koran with emphasis on beating or stoning or amputation. 
would not like to see any increase in the population of such i 


and would therefore continue control of entry to the country 


group(black or white) with such ideas which would be diffiow,: * 


\amsimilate into our democracy. 


When one debates the merits or demerits 
of Black sections in the Labour Party one 
wonders what influence the three characters 
above will have on the outcome. If the 
Labour Party cannot keep its house in 
proper order then maybe it will be needing 
sections for Blacks, Jews, Catholics — or 
even anti-fascists! 


No firm action 
on race attacks 


from previous page 


records for 1983 show 96 ‘‘racial incidents’ 
in Newham while the Newham Monitoring 
Project has recorded 156. Asked to 
comment on this’ discrepancy 
Superintendent Ferguson said: ‘‘Only one 
group which I don’t want to name would 
compile statistics. How they do it I don’t 
know because people report incidents to the 
police and not anyone else.’’ Unmesh Desai 
of the Monitoring Project put it simply: 
“People have stopped reporting cases to the 
police as they are often subjected to 
passport checks and interrogation 
themselves.’’ 

The only ‘‘crime’? committed by these 
youths was that of defending themselves 
and the community against racist attacks. 
‘‘Again and again, from the case of the 
Virk brothers (Newham 1978), the murder 
of Akhter Ali Baig (Newham 1980) the 
Bradford 12 to the Newham 8 we have 
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witnessed a total failure on the part of the 
police to take firm action against racist 
attacks,’’ says Unmesh Desai. ‘‘While the 
police concentrate on arresting the victims 
of these attacks, we still wait for action to 
be taken against the perpetrators.’’ To 
date, none of the white racist youths in the 
car have been arrested. 

This is the latest in a series of incidents 
which demonstrate a new initiative by the 
National Front after the lull following the 
Newham Eight case. This has accompanied 
the increasing legal battle which the NF is 
carrying on. According to local monitoring 
groups, the NF has patched up its feud with 
the British National Party and the two are 
trying to reclaim their old stomping 
grounds in East and South-East London. 
Support for fascist parties in Newham 
South at the last election was the highest in 
Britain. 

In the context of the Newham Eight case 
where four defendants were acquitted and 
the conspiracy charges dropped at the last 
minute, the Newham 7 campaign looks like 
a re-run. 


The acquittals and the token ‘‘50 hours 
community service’ given to four 
defendants resulted from vigorous 
community based campaign which drew 
national and local support and maintained 
the right of black people to defend 
themselves against racist attacks, given the 
failure of the police to act. 

‘“‘We have only two choices, either to 
submit to indignity, harassment, brutality 
and ultimately murder, or to defend 
ourselves,’’ says a statement from the 
Newham 7 Campaign. The charges are seen 
as a major attack on all black people with 
the state trying to criminalise the struggle 
against racism. A demonstration has been 
organised outside West Ham Magistrates 
Court, West Ham Lane, Stratford, London 
E15 on Friday 14 September at 10am and all 
anti-racists are urged to come in support. 

The Defence Campaign calls on all 
opponents of racism and fascism to give 
solidarity and help to the Newham Seven 
through organisations, trade unions, or 
wherever they can. 

@See CARF — housing — p.17. 





Nazi call to flee market 


The headline of June’s issue of National 
Front News sports the sort of simple 
message fascist supporters like: ‘‘Set Britain 
Free from the EEC!”’ At the bottom of the 
front page, enclosed in an eye-catching red 
box, is an advertisement for the NF’s 
special ‘‘Get Britain Out’’ posters and 
stickers: these show a Union Jack enmeshed 
in barbed wire and declare that ‘‘The 
Common Market threatens British 
freedom’’. 

There’s a predictable law on the extreme right: 
if the less cerebral elements of Fleet Street start 
whipping up nationalist, or anti-foreigner, 
sentiments, then you can bet yours boots 
(whether the jack variety or not) that two months 
later the fascist press will start goose-stepping 
behind that particular bandwaggon. Well, first 
we had the Sun’s ‘‘Hop off Frogs!”’ campaign, 
and now the National Front is set to play the 
‘“Wogs begin at Calais’ card for all that it’s 
worth. 

National Front News catches the mood of the 
Sun: ‘‘Only this year we are having to put up 
with British lorries being hi-jacked in France and 
British meat being burned by French farmers’’. 
Hop Off Frogs! ‘‘France and Ireland are calling 
for a ban on the popular New Zealand butter’. 
Hop off Frogs and Paddies! ‘‘Euro passports 
and free movement of European labour, together 
with moves for a common Euro-currency and the 
growth of the power of the European Court to 
tax and legislate are steadily eroding our national 
freedom’’. Bully for Britain! Hop off all 
Foreigners! 

The message may sound simple, but on the 
fascist scene things are rarely as simple as they 
seem. The leaders of the National Front are 
hardly little Englanders, but are forever forging 
links with fascist comrades across the Channel. 
Some of these links are well advertised. The NF’s 
invitation to Jean Marie Le Pen, leader of the 
French Front Nationale, is a case in point. 
Having secured 16 candidates elected to the 
European Parliament, the Front Nationale has 
emerged from the shadows and Le Pen now 
presents himself as a major political figure. Not 
that former contacts are forgotten: the NF 
promptly issued an invitation to the French 
fascist-made-good, and immediately broadcast 
to the press that he had accepted. 

While on the subject of Le Pen and British 
fascism, we should mention John Tyndall’s 
remarks in July’s Spearhead. Congratulation! 
Congratulations! (no ‘‘hopping off’ advice 
here): ‘‘Patriots everywhere will welcome the 
dramatic emergence of the French Front 
Nationale to a powerful position in political life 
as a result of recent European elections’’. And 
then Tyndall casts his mind back ten years to the 
days when the Front Nationale was a tiny group 
compared to the British National Front, in those 
days. led by Tyndall himself. 


“Then the British Front was considerably 
bigger and stronger than the Front in France 
and was greatly admired and envied as such 
by young FN members who regularly came 
across the Channel to visit British fellow- 
patriots and sometimes to take part in their 
activities. Our Editor and his wife entertained 
some of these in their home and well recall 


the respect with which they regarded the 
British National Front at that time. It was 
worthy of that respect, for then it set the pace 
for its French ally’’. 


Tyndall, of course, adds a few comments to 
the effect that if it were not for the actions of 
certain National Front members, he would be 
sitting alongside Le Pen in the European 
Parliament, hatching schemes to relieve Europe 
from all things parliamentary. 

The National Front, as regular Searchlight 
readers will know, has been busy linking up with 
some of the least savoury elements of the 
European fascist scene. Despite the rhetoric of 
nationalism, the network of terrorism amongst 
European fascists is most definitely 
international. 

This means that the ‘“‘hop off Frogs’’ 
mentality is to be confined to the lumpen mass of 
the rank-and-file; i.e. those who like heaving 
bricks through the windows of Indian 
restaurants or shouting racist abuse at football 
matches. For those who like their fascism with a 
dash of sophistication (i.e. conspiracy theories 
and/or plans involving detonators), a less crude 
perspective on Europe is demanded. 

Nick Griffin, in issue 22 of Nationalism 
Today, attempts to present an acceptable 
European perspective for the almost-thinking 
fascist. He starts off: ‘‘The National Front is 
against the European Economic Community — 
but that does not mean that we are anti- 
European’. No, far from it, Griffin and his 
sophisticated fascists are all for grabbing a bit of 
the Euro-action. This doesn’t mean, he is at 
pains to point out, that he supports Oswald 
Mosley’s idea of ‘“‘Europe a Nation’’. That’s 
very passé in these circles, having ‘‘been rejected 
by virtually all modern nationalists’. 

What Griffin has in mind is something which 
is very different — or so he tells us. ‘“We now 
have a vision much more in keeping with 
Britain’s traditional independence and distinctive 
character — the call for a ‘Europe of Peoples’ ”’. 
What this means is a bit obscure, but somehow 
or other the ‘‘ties of blood, heritage, language 
and culture’? have something to do with it. So 
has the belief that ‘‘no White nation has the right 
to oppress or interfere in the affairs of another”’ 
(but, presumably, they all have the right to 
oppress and interfere in the affairs of non-White 
nations). 

Anyway this ‘‘Europe of the Peoples’’, which 
‘thas also been termed more poetically the 
‘Europe of a Hundred Flags’ ’’, means that the 
fascist must be internationally minded: ‘‘That is 
why the basic principles of our ideology ARE for 
export’’. And all this is intended to explain the 
cover of Nationalism Today: the phrase 
‘‘Against the Common Market’’ (to be found on 
the stickers and posters for the lumpen jack- 
boots) is joined by a further phrase ‘‘For a Free 
Europe’, which definitely is one for the 
connoisseur. 

Connoisseurs of the way fascist ideologists 
squirm around the dilemmas of their beliefs will 
appreciate this month’s offerings. Jesse Jackson 
presents just the sort of dilemma which furrows 
the racist brow and sends the grey matter 
lumbering into action. Jackson, as a black 
candidate, should provoke an _ entirely 
predictable reaction. But the comments on Israel 


and Jews made by Jackson, or some of those 
around him, are of just the sort to provoke an 
equal, but opposite, reaction. Que faire, as the 
Euro-fascist might say? 

Nationalism Today can’t bring itself to 
support Jackson wholeheartedly; it cannot resist 
calling his aide, Louis Farrakhan, a ‘‘nigger-in- 
the-woodpile’’, and adds cautiously ‘“‘we await 
further developments with interest’’. 

However, John Tyndall in Spearhead allows 
his anti-semitism to overwhelm his racism, by 
reprinting a piece from the American magazine 
Instauration. After some predictable stuff about 
Mondale and Hart (the former being ‘‘the 
Norwegian with the un-Nordic look who often 
acts more like a Levantine rug peddler than a 
Viking’’), there is some unstinting praise for 
Jackson: ‘‘Every majority member should fall 
down on his knees and give thanks for Jesse 
Jackson’s candidacy’’. 

By next month, the implications of all this will 
have seeped through to the more conscious parts 
of Tyndall’s grey matter. Then, one can expect a 
blast of racism. Hop off blacks! Hop of Jews! 
Hop off foreigners, except Le Pen! You’ve got to 
be hopping mad to be a fascist these days. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ BEATEN UP IN SCHOOL 


Asian children in: Bradford have stayed 
away from school after racist attacks. 
Qasair Mahmood stopped attending 
Eccleshill Upper School after being 
attacked twice. 

“Pupils don’t mix”, said Qasair. 

“They were in gangs; white gang in one 
corner, a black gang in another. But the 
whites always outnumbered the blacks.” 

He said that on one occasion the National 
Front turned up at the school during dinner 
break, and teachers took no notice. 

Local education officers carried out an 
investigation into racism at Eccleshill, but 
did not speak to the pupils. They decided 
that racism there was no worse than 
anywhere else. 

Qasair was eventually transferred to 
Cariton-Bolling School. 

His case is one listed in a report on racism 
in Bradford schools by the Children’s Legal 
Centre. Last February pupils at the Wyke 
Manor Upper School walked out in protest 
at racist inspired brutality in the class 
rooms. (Morning Star 13.6.84.) 


@FASCIST ADVERTS UNDER SCRUTINY 


The Advertising Standards Authority is to 
explain why it has refused to rule on 
complaints about National Front adverts. 
The ASA has usually refused to rule against 
advertisements concerned with “matters of 
political, religious, social or aesthetic 
controversy.” 

In the ASA’s 1983-84 report, chairman 
Lord McGregor states that there should be a 
presumption “in favour of freedom of 
expression”, but that this presumption 
doesn’t hold “if there is a risk of significant 
harm arising as a result of an 
advertisement.” (Campaign, London 22.6.84.) 
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RECAP No.29 GRECE 


The recent electoral success of the 
French Front Nationale has shown 


how much more successful the 
French fascists have been than their 
British counterparts. It is not just 
that the French fascists have 
succeeded in attracting the sorts of 
votes which the National Front in 
Britain has never mustered, but also 
that a climate has been created in 
which fascist ideas can flourish. 
Important in creating a cultural 
atmosphere favourable to fascist 
development has been GRECE: 
Groupement de Recherche et 
d'Etude pour ia Civilization 
Européen. 

The publications of GRECE seem at 
first sight light years away from the 
tawdry magazines of the National Front 
or British Movement. GRECE’s quarterly 
magazine Nouvelle Ecole is a heavy- 
weight, glossy production, which boasts 
the names of well-known intellectuals 
on its comité de patronage: Arthur 
Koestler, the writer and polymath, Hans 
Eysenck, British professor of 
psychology, Mircea Eliade, the Professor 
of History at Chicago etc. etc. Also on 
the comité de patronage are names more 
familiar to students of the extreme right: 
Roger Pearson, founder member of the 
Northern League and leading light in the 
extreme, anti-semitic World Anti- 
Communist League. 

GRECE's other magazine E/éments, also 
has a high-quality and_ intellectual 
appearance. Resembling an intellectual 
equivalent of Newsweek, the current 
issue, filled with photographs and 
expensive art-work contains an 
appreciation of the work of the Austrian 
ethnologist Konrad Lorenz, a former 
Nobel prize-winner. Lorenz is also on the 
comité de patronage of Nouvelle Ecole and, 
in fact, illustrates well the stance of 
GRECE. For all his outward academic 
respectability, Lorenz has continued 
developing elitist and anti-democratic 
ideas, under the guise of “biological 
science’; many of these ideas were first 
developed by Lorenz in two notorious 
papers published in 1940 and 1943 in 
Germany: in these papers Lorenz 
deliberately used pro-nazi terminology 
and praised the “racial politics” of the 
Hitler regime. In Nouvelle Ecole (Winter 
1974/5) these pro-nazi papers of Lorenz 


were specifically praised and were 


presented as being standard academic 
works. 
_ The leading lights of GRECE have been 


concerned to find a seemingly 
respectable means of presenting 


unrespectable ideas. Most of the leading 


_ members were active in the extremist 


__ Europe-Action in the mid-1960s, but 


magazine, Nouvelle Ecole, 
magazine would have to be circumspect 
in the presentation of its ideas: “It is 
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__ perceived that there was little mileage to 
be gained from a blatant presentation of 


fascist ideas. The founders of GRECE 


_ realised that greater headway could be 


made by establishing a cultural 
but his 


necessary to be very prudent in the 
_ conclusions which are drawn in Nouvel/e 


feole. It is equally necessary to be 
prudent in the vocabulary used. In 
particular it is necessary to abandon an 
outdated phraseology” (Confidential 
internal Bulletin of GRECE, February, 1969). 

Thus the linguistic crudities of Europe- 
Action were replaced by something 
altogether more sophisticated, and 
thereby more dangerous. What should 
be realised is that to this day, despite the 
important contacts and converts made 


by GRECE in France, the leading figures — 


in the organisation emerged from 
Europe-Action and other such 
organisations. 

The major figure in GRECE is Alain de 
Benoist, editor of Nouvelle Ecole and 
regular contributor to E/éments. A prolific 
writer who has a gift for presenting 
complex ideas in a simple style, de 
Benoist has established himself as a 
major intellectual figure in France. In 
1978 he received the Grand Prix de l'Essai 
from France’s most prestigious literary 
organisation, the Academie Frangaise, 
for his book Vu de Droite. He is also a 
regular contributor to the national 
newspaper Figaro Dimanche. Back in the 
mid ‘60s de Benoist was on the editorial 
board of Europe-Action and established 
its supplement Nouve/ Observateur 
Européen. Other less than respectable 
connections include de Benoist's former 
role in FEN (Fédération des Etudiants 
Nationalistes), being a member of the 
editorial board of FEN’s magazine Cahiers 
Universitaires. 


Alain de Benoist 


In the French Who's Who for 1975/6, De 
Benoist’s entry is not without interest: 


“Doctorate in Biology from institut 
Superieur des Sciences du Quebec... 


Member of Mensa, of the Society of the 
Friends of Bayreuth, of the Northern 
League, of the Association of GRECE”. 


The damaging admission of membership | 


of the Northern League was dropped 
from further editions of Who's Who. 
When. questioned about this 


membership of an organisation, whose 


fascist credentials have been well 


established, de Benoist claimed that 
there had been a misunderstanding: his 


membership had been of a totally 


different “Northern League”, of which 
curiously, no trace has emerged apart 
from the Who’s Who entry itself. : 


The current editor of E/éments is Pierre _ 


Vial, who like de Benoist cut his political 
teeth in Europe-Action and FEN, as did 


other senior members of GRECE, suchas __ 


Dominique Venner, Jean-Claude Valla, 
Jean-Claude Riviére and Jean Mabire, 
who, as long ago as 1948, founded a 
nordicist magazine Viking, which was 
later to become Heimda/. Europe-Action, 
in the 1950s, attracted sympathisers from 
the OAS, the paramilitary organisation 
of extreme right-wingers dedicated to 
preventing Algerian independence at any 
cost. The outwardly fascist connections 
are illustrated by the fact that Dominic 
Venner dedicated his first book to Drieu 
La Rochelle, the notorious pre-war 
French anti-semite and fascist. 


New (?) right 


GRECE likes to present its ideology as 
being something totally new; hence its 
claim to be the New Right (Nouvelle 
Droite). In fact, little in the ideology is 
novel. Like pre-war Aryan theorists of 
nazi ideology, the theorists of GRECE 
stress the importance of racial roots; like 
the Aryan theorists, they are also anti- 
christian, claiming to revive pagan 
traditions. They use an anti-capitalist 
rhetoric; de Benoist himself is fuelled by 
a deep hatred of things American. By 
contrast, de Benoist has a 
correspondingly deep respect for certain 
aspects of German culture. He, like 
many nordicists, is an admirer of Wagner 
and a special issue of Nouvelle Ecole in 
Spring 1979 was devoted to an 
appreciation of the Wagnerian heritage. — 
This appreciation extended to praise for 
the racist and anti-semitic circles in 
which Wagner moved, and de Benoist 
even publicly paid tribute to Houston 
Stewart Chamberlain, the obsessed anti- 
semite whose book Grundlagen des 
Neunzehnten Jahrhunderts was to prove 
such an inspiration for Hitler and his nazi 
theorists. 

One fascist “‘intellectual’’ whose _ 
works are continually promoted by 
GRECE is Julius Evola. GRECE’s 
publishing house, Copernic, issued a 
volume dedicated to the life of the Italian 


_ fascist: Julius Evola: le visionnaire faudroyé. 
Nouvelle Ecole has also published pieces 
__ by Evola, composed in a style of abstract 


pomposity. For all their elusiveness 
these pieces are continuations of the 
philosophy which made Evola one of the 
most extreme and most virulently anti- 
semitic of the Italian fascist theorists. 

Evola's work Sintesi dj dottrina della 
fazza was translated in 1943 by the 
German nazis under the title of Grundrisse 
des faschisten Rasseniehre: “Outline of 
fascist race doctrine’. It is not difficult 
to see GRECE as continuing the “— of 
sketching in this ounine. 





CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London's anti- 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 
monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 
discussed. 
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Troubled times in Tower Hamlets 


Housing estates in Tower Hamlets 
have recently witnessed a 
frightening escalation of racist 
attacks, directed particularly 
against Asians. On Teviot Street 
Estate, three people were 
hospitalised and their families 
made virtual prisoners in their own 
homes. In Beaumont Square, after 
a rash of attacks by gangs of 
youths and neighbours, the police 
refused to prosecute the attackers 
and threatened to arrest a Bengali 
mother who had defended herself 
unless she dropped a private 
prosecution against her attackers. 

Many parts of the borough of Tower 
Hamlets have had a long association with 
the politics of ‘‘racial exclusionism’’ — 
expressed in the language of parochialism, 
racism and jingoism. These areas were the 
last in East London to become involved in 
the labour movement. They provided a base 
for one of the earliest anti-semitic 
organisations at the turn of the century — 
the British Brothers League. During the 
depression they gave considerable support 
to the British Union of Fascists, and after 
the war they gave a hearing to Mosley who 
was attempting to re-launch his career. 
During the 1970s these areas provided much 
support for the National Front and 
witnessed much organised fascist violence. 


Housing crisis 


Racist attacks during 1976-78 occurred at a 
time of economic slump and crisis 
management, when issues such as 
permanent unemployment, inner-city 
decline, a supposed ‘‘flood’’ of East 
African refugees and the growth of fascist 
support at the polls contributed to the level 


Junior Service 
in court again 


The police can't seem to keep away 
from Junior Service, but the 
Director of Public Prosecutions can. 
As in so many other instances of 
rel anAj(er-] Mr: ] ol U(-y-Mmo) amo) t-\el am of-to) o) (- am dal) 
DPP has ruled out a _ criminal 
elgex-y-YetULd(elaMe-(el-11al-) am aal- mm ele) [(e-maYLe) 
lak-lo Mm ol-t-}4-1a Mm] oMmaal-MmroToll ica Mm Molate lola) 
reggae singer so severely in 
February that he had to undergo a 
el areL¥iae-Vaat-1ae(-talenam e)t-lole [late] ol-1e-1d(ela] 
for injuries to his bladder, penis and 
testicles. 


of racial violence, particularly at Brick 
Lane and Shoreditch. 

But current attacks differ, in that they 
stem less from fascist activity, and more 
from the conjunction of ‘racial 
exclusionism’ and a severe local housing 
crisis. The present violence is taking place 
against a backdrop of heated debate 
amongst white residents on housing estates, 
who believe that ‘‘outsiders and 
Bangladeshis are getting preferential 
treatment in housing’’. 

Tenants’ meetings, and the pages of the 
East London Advertiser, give an idea of 
how the issues of race and housing are 
joined in local discussion. Since January of 
this year there has been a flood of letters to 
the press from ‘‘discontented born and 
bred’’ local people who have complained of 
‘discrimination in favour of Bengalis... 
(while those) . . . whose families fought in 
two World Wars. . . died for their country 
. . .are cheated of fair consideration’’. ‘‘So 
much money, concern and accomodation”’ 
has been ‘‘found at a stroke for others’’, 
while their ‘‘sons and daughters’’ have been 
‘forced out of a community they love’’. 


Vigilantes 


Racism in the press is presented as a natural 
and logical reaction to certain policies, or as 
a dispute between two communities. Take 
the following example: the fact that ‘‘all six 
houses have gone to Bengalis has caused 
considerable resentment among sections of 
the community. Many people, particularly 
the old folk, now fear that such an 
allocation of housing could provoke a 
reaction from disgruntled whites.’’ Or this 
example: ‘‘One side is threatening to take 
action, the other is threatening to meet that 
action with vigilantes, and we’re caught in 
the middle’’, said one OAP. 

Nowhere in the press is it questioned 


Since April Mr Service has faced 
two separate charges of assaulting 
the police. The first “assault” charge 
arose from an incident on April 10th, 
when Mr Service was re-arrested by 
the police, again injured in a police 
van, and again had to be 
hospitalised. On June 5th about 
eight policemen raided his flat while 
he was away. On the 18th of June he 
was found guilty of assault in 
magistrates’ court — despite the 
contradictory evidence given by the 
police who had placed him in the 
van. He is appealing against his 
conviction. 

The second charge of assaulting 
the police arose from an incident 
ValCelamelereltlag-to Mola Mia-lelatl-laaraliaa i- 1 
he lay — guarded by police — in 


Kings Cross Hospital, 


whether the ‘disgruntled reaction’ is based 
on racism, or on a perversion of the facts. 
Nor is there any proper presentation of the 
discrimination long suffered by the Bengalis 
in their access to housing, or of the 
appalling overcrowded conditions in which 
they are forced to live. The press doesn’t 
mention the fact that they are routinely 
offered the worst housing, are often forced 
to live in dismal and exploitative hotels, and 
that they repeatedly face racist attacks. 
Instead, headlines and articles question the 
reasons for the Council’s moving a Bengali 
family, and their ‘“‘tenuous’’ links with the 
borough. 


Local mismanagement 


Meanwhile, Tower Hamlets is facing a 
housing problem of crisis proportions. The 
borough is densely populated, and the only 
open space available for house building has 
been sliced away and given to the London 
Docklands Development Corporation for 
private development. Eighty-two per cent 
of the existing housing stock is owned either 
by the hard-pressed Tower Hamlets 
Borough Council or by the GLC. The 
transfer next year of GLC stock, expected 
new financial restrictions, and the general 
deterioration of housing units will make the 
situation even worse for the Council, 
tenants, the homeless and those on the 
waiting list, mainly the low paid, unskilled 
and the elderly. 

Anti-racists need to work systematically 
with tenants associations and local housing 
campaigns, to tackle such issues as local 
mismanagement, expenditure cuts, empty 
homes and poor repairs, in order to 
confront racism now. Only in this way can 
we prevent racism turning into organised 
fascist activity on the streets. 

@ This article is written by activists in the 
tenants movement in Tower Hamlets. 


recovering 


from an emergency bladder 
operation. When Mr Service 
Colo} (Yea c-Yo Mm com eLeli(e-Malale-laceler-lalare Malt 
visitors, the officers struggled with 
itaPar-laremolal- Menai le-lanc-)elelac-tol han da(-fe| 
to dislodge his catheter. As we go to 
press the case is still pending. 
Unlike earlier cases, the DPP — 
acting in accordance with a recent 
oxol Oia mmaelifare Meee ar-\eMar-lare(-\e me) am dal) 
Junior Service file to the Police 
Complaints Board, but it is unlikely 
that disciplinary action will be taken 
against the officers involved. 


@The Junior Service Support 
Campaign is organising a_ benefit 
concert in Brixton on August 12. For 
details phone 01-703 1906/7 
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CARF MEDIA PROJECT: FOUR NEW 


ANTI-RACIST FILMS 


On 15 August, and on three successive 
Wednesdays, Channel 4 is showing a 
series of anti-racist films entitled 
“Struggles For Black Community’’. 
Directed by Colin Prescod, the films 
were made by Race & Class (in 
collaboration with the Institute of Race 
Relations) and with researchers from 
the four communities which are their 
focus — Cardiff, Southall, Ladbroke 
Grove and Leicester. 

These films depart from the usual 
documentary treatment of black people in 
Britain in a number of important ways. 
They do not — like the recent Channel 4 
series, ‘‘Passage to Britain’? — take as their 
starting-point separate, static ethnic 
categories, limiting the discussion to 
personal or group attitudes. They do not 
deal in stereotypes. Neither do they direct 
attention to the mechanics of racism — for 
example, the immigration laws — the 


exclusion of the human dimension. Instead, 
the films are anchored in the community, 
and aim to give viewers a strong sense of 
place. They also complement one another, 
and build up a common theme — the effect 
which racism has had on community life, 
and the way black people have united to 
resist it. Tracing the struggles of black 
people as a historical continunity, the films 
suggest links across geographical regions, 
generations, gender and ‘‘ethnic’’ divisions 
in the common fight agaisnt racism. 


August 15th — Cardiff: Tiger Bay is my 
home 

August 22nd — Southall: A town under 
siege 

August 29th — Notting Hill: From you 
were black you were out 

September 5th — Leicester: A common 
history 


The continuing 
ordeal of Esme 
Baker 


On 16th April 1982, Mrs Esme Baker 
was arrested by Walthamstow police 
after going to the aid of her 17 year old 
son, Emile, who was being beaten up 
by officers from the Instant Response 
Unit. She was bundled into a van, and 
then racially and sexually abused. One 
officer prodded his truncheon into her 
breasts. She was charged with assault, 
threatening behaviour, and 
obstruction. Later, when Mrs Baker 
was acquitted of all these charges, she 
decided to make a formal complaint 
against the police. At the time she 
feared there could be reprisals against 
her or her son. 

Now, two years later, a series of incidents 
seems to have proved Mrs Baker right. In 
late March, the same officer who had 
abused Mrs Baker in the van turned up at 
her new address looking for an apparently 
fictitious person. Then, on 5th May, a gang 
of five thugs, armed with pick-axe handles 
and knives, demanded to see a youth that 
they said lived at the flat, but of whom Mrs 
Baker had never heard. They smashed every 
window in the flat, broke crockery and told 
her: ‘‘We’ll return to burn you out’’. The 
youths, according to Mrs Baker, seemed to 
be on a revenge mission for a mugging. 

Mrs Baker managed to get to a 
neighbour’s home and call the police. By 
the time the police arrived — an hour and 
three quarters later — the youths had 
disappeared. The police were not interested 
in the incident, claiming it was a case for the 
CID (who only showed up two weeks later 
after a local reporter had contacted them 
about the case). 

Meanwhile, Emile had left the family 
home and gone to the police station to 
report the attack. He took with him a knife 
which one of the attackers had dropped. On 
the way, he was stopped by the police from 
the Instant Response Unit, among whom 
were three of the same officers who had 
arrested and assaulted him in April 1982. 
Not surprisingly, Emile — who was 
cautioned — was considerably intimidated 
by the incident. 

The case has now been taken up by a 
local MP who has written to the local 
commander demanding an explanation. 





LOW PAY UNIT 
IN RACE ROW 


Raghib Ahsan, the only black member of 
staff at the Low Pay Unit, has been 
suspended from his job in the West 
Midlands amidst furious protests from the 
local black community. According to the 
New Statesman (22.6.84) and Time Out 
(21.6.84), Ahsan was suspended for 
working too hard and too militantly in 
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unionising black workers, especially in the 
clothing industry where many Asian women 
are employed. The Low Pay Unit can 
produce ‘‘facts’’, according to its staff, but 
should not be seen to be taking sides with 
the union. 


Running for cover 


The Unit, which is clearly embarrassed by 
the publicity — and the fact that it has lost, 
as a consequence, a GLC grant — is 
running for cover. Chris Pond, the Unit’s 


national director, says that all his staff want 
to work to end the exploitation of black 
workers, it’s just that Ahsan would not 
accept collective decisions thereby 
‘“‘undermining staff morale’. He did not 
use the proper procedures, Pond told New 
Statesman. 

The issue thrown up by Ahsan (and it is 
not a coincidence that he is black) is how 
much longer organisations like the Low Pay 
Unit can remain ‘‘objective’’ and non- 
aligned in a society which is becoming more 
repressive, more racist and more polarised. 
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®@ Cartoon (from Daily Mail 9 July 84) 


@More on “nig nog” row. The Mail 
meets former police inspector Peter 
Johnson; “Peter Johnson is a bluff, 
blunt-spoken Northerner, heart in the 
right place . . . he says he used to drink 
with immigrants as part of his work and 
Polvo Malet amet at-late(-Maltm-ladialce(-Mcolmmaat-lii) 
or anyone else ... and he claims they 
respected that. In the atmosphere of the 
pub, he would say ‘It’s my shout. What 
are you having, Blackie’ and no-one took 
offence. ‘It’s the British way to have a bit 
of fun. . . calla mana Jock ora Taff... 
a Scouse or a Blackie .. . and do itina 
jovial way with no offence meant or 
taken. We've all become too damn 
sensitive.” (Daily Mail, 21 June 1984.) 


More 
anti-apartheid 
demonstrators 
arrested 


For twenty-five years Anti-Apartheid 
demonstraters have picketed the 
South African Embassy in London. 
But now, almost certainly as a result 
of a deal made by Thatcher and 
Botha on 2 June, = such 
demonstrations have been arbitarily 
banned by police who claim to be 
protecting the “peace and dignity” 
of the Embassy under the Vienna 
Convention on Diplomacy. In the 
month after 2 June there were a 
total of 91 arrests and 65 charges of 
“obstruction” when protesters took 
up their rightful position in front of 
the Embassy. 
Throughout 


July the South 
African Embassy Picket Campaign 
held rallies and pickets to protest at 
the illegality of the police ban. 


@On the GLC stance over Zola Budd: 
“Perhaps we can blame Hitler for it all. 
He refused to congratulate black athlete 
Jesse Owens when the American won 
gold medals at the Berlin Olympics.” 
(Kensington News, 22 June 1984.) (Does 
this mean the GLC is fascist too?) 


@ About Peter Pitt of the GLC: “We have 
news for this dictatorial popinjay. 
Nobody in the name of Britain has the 
right to know Miss Budd’s feelings or the 
feelings of any other citizen of this 
country about apartheid, the Monarchy, 
the Church of England, homosexuality, 
divorce, Sunday opening, or about any 
other blessed thing. (Dai/y Mail, 8 June 
1984.) (Are you listening, Special 
Branch?) 


@From Brenda Polan’s fashion article 
“Tribal Messages” for Guardian Women: 
“The appeal of the African style is easy 
to understand. The colours are warm and 
gentle, the patterns are fun ... but 
beyond that the associations are 
romantic. Whatever havoc the 
imposition of Western culture and 
Western political systems have wrought 
in the dark continent, it is still, to 
Western eyes, a paradisal place.” (The 
Guardian, 28 June 1984.) 


PUVHITTOCK’ 





@ Cartoon (Birmingham Eve. Mail 4.7.84) 





Europe’s migrants 
co-ordinate 
their struggles 


EUROPE-wide and across 
communities, migrants’ are 
organising against deportations, 
striking against bad pay and 
conditions and resisting the use of 
greater police powers. So far this 
year Europe’s migrant groups have 
organised two conferences with the 
aim of establishing links, drawing up 
common demands and co- 
ordinating campaigns on a Europe- 
wide basis. The conferences 
brought together migrant groups 
from Luxembourg, France, Holland, 
Belgium, West Germany and the 
UK. At the second, held in 
Amsterdam in April, a manifesto of 
migrant workers’ demands was 
issued. Copies of this manifesto are 
available from: The Migrants, 
Immigrants and Refugees Unionisation 
Group (MIRUG), c/o 68 Chalton Street, 
London NW1. 
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Station stabbing: men questioned 


Two white men from east London have been 
questioned in connection with the stabbing of BR 
ticket collector Mr Peter Burns. (Guardian 
6.7.84.) Mr Burns was on duty at Seven Kings 
station when an argument began after a group of 
youths ran out of the station. One returned and 
stabbed Mr Burns in the left eye with a three-foot 
metal spike, which penetrated four inches into 
his head. (Standard 3.7.84.) Mr Burns died after 
being on a life-support machine for nearly two 
weeks. 


Baby shot by sniper 


A young black couple were pushing their baby 
home when a car drew level with them and a man 
shot the baby with an air gun. The parents 
rushed the badly bleeding child to the Newham 
General Hospital where she underwent a three- 
hour operation to remove an air gun pellet from 
here skull. Police believe ‘‘there is no suggestion 
that the attack is racially motivated.’’ (Newham 
Recorder 21.6.84.) 


Cab driver abused 


A 17-year-old unemployed man from Highbury 
was remanded in custody for three weeks 
following an incident in Charing Cross Road, 
Central London. After a heavy drinking session, 
he approached the cab of Mr Rajah Ravendran 
who declined to accept his fare, as he was already 
booked. The youth then smashed one of Mr 
Ravendran’s car headlights and called him ‘‘a 
Paki bastard’’. The magistrate asked the youth 
what right he thought he had to approach a man 
doing his work and scream racial abuse at him. 
(Camden and St Pancras Chronicle 29.6.84.) 


Thugs hound Boat People 


A Vietnamese family were forced to leave their 
flat on the Barnfield estate in Plumstead, South 
London, because of attacks on them by a gang of 
racist thugs. Shortly after they had moved in, a 
gang entered their flat, hit Mrs Duong over the 
head with a chair, and then began to throw the 
family’s furniture out on to the street. The 
couple have a 1-year-old child and the husband is 
lame after a bombing incident four years ago. 
Greenwich council has told the couple that 
because they lived in Scotland for three years, 
they will have to return there. (Standard 
14.6.84.) 


Fire kills young Asian 


An 18-year-old Asian man died after a mystery 
fire destroyed the Guildford flat he was living in. 
The police said that a person living opposite the 
flat heard breaking glass and someone shouting. 
The flat is only 100 yards away from a pub which 
was petrol bombed a month ago. No arrests have 
yet been made. (Daily Mail 13.6.84.) 
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Misery of race attack victims 


The annual report of the Newham Rights Centre 
says that there is an alarmingly high number of 
race attacks in Newham and that the victims of 
these attacks are treated with insensitivity by the 
police. As the Centre points out, one of the most 
worrying aspects of these attacks is that ‘‘many 
of the victims end up being charged with offences 
whilst their attackers go free’’. One of the most 
horrifying examples of this, quoted by the 
Centre, involved a 36-year-old black man who 
lost the sight of one eye following an attack, then 
positively identified his attackers, only to see 
them walk free. (Newham Recorder 14.6.84:) 


POLICE 





Armed raid on family 


Three armed Flying Squad officers raided the 
home of a black family in east London. Police 
told Mrs Campbell and her son, Anthony Dyce, 
that they were looking for Securicor money, but 
they made no arrests and no property was 
confiscated. It was the fourth time in two years 
the family’s home had been searched. Following 
a complaint by the family and by Hackney CRC, 
a senior Scotland Yard officer will investigate the 
incident. (Morning Star 22.6.84.) 


Protest outside court 


Over 30 people demonstrated outside Sheffield 
magistrates’ court in protest at police harassment 
of black youths in the city’s Fargate shopping 
precinct. Inside the court, a case against three 
black youths charged with assaulting a police 
officer and threatening behaviour was 
adjourned. Tony Sinclair, a member of the 
Fargate Three Defence Campaign, said: ‘‘Black 
youths are going there on Saturdays to play their 
music. Police are picking on them for no reason 
at all. In the Hole-in-the-Road I have seen white 
youths congregate for hours with nothing done 
about it.’’ (Sheffield Morning Telegraph 9.6.84.) 


Riot training town 


Scotland Yard is building a five-acre ‘‘town’’, 
complete with houses, shops and offices, for riot 
training at one of the Metropolitan Police’s 
training grounds near Heathrow Airport in west 
London. It is based on an idea developed by the 
British Army to train soldiers on the streets of 
Belfast and Derry. A sound system will simulate 
the noise of a riot and the layout will also include 
a ‘‘tactical training block’’ to provide specialist 
situations, such as the holding of hostages or a 
siege. Up to 5,000 London officers receive 
specialist riot training for four days a year. The 
complex will be used to test them, with 32 closed- 
circuit cameras monitoring the exercises. (The 
Times 20.6.84.) 


Race training scheme 


Selected senior police officers are to be trained in 
“race and human awareness’’ at Brunel 
University, as part of a £1,000,000 scheme, 
funded jointly by the government and local 
authorities. It is hoped that this will improve race 
relations between the police and _ black 
communities. (Daily Telegraph 28.6.84.) 
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Training on mental health 


London’s police may get special training in 
identifying and dealing with mentally ill people, 
following discussions between MIND and the 
Metropolitan police. MIND alleges that police 
are unnecessarily committing people under 
Section 136 of the Mental Health Act; and some 
officers mistake the behaviour of young blacks 
for insanity, with a few now deliberately using 
Section 136 to detain youths, in place of the now- 
repealed Sus Law. Police say that when they take 
suspects to a mental hospital, they are frequently 
turned away. Lydia Sinclair, MIND’s legal 
officer, said: ‘‘We therefore have a situation 
where those needing treatment are often turned 
away, while those who do not are being 
committed.’’ (Standard 21.6.84.) 
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Family of five bombed 


An Asian family of five were the victims of a 
petrol-bomb attack in the early hours of the 
morning. Mr and Mrs Singh Gill fought the blaze 
while their three children were trapped in another 
part of the house. The couple are baffled by the 
attack; they have lived in the area for many years 
without trouble of any kind. (Coventry Evening 
Telegraph 12.6.84) 


Family petrol bombed 

Arsonists stuffed a petrol-soaked rag through the 
front door of a young Asian family’s flat on an 
estate in north London. Mr Dipok Singa fought 
the blaze single-handed, after his wife and child 
fled, until the fire brigade arrived. (Hornsey 
Journal 1.6.84.) 


Asian shop destroyed in blaze 


What the police described as a ‘‘motiveless arson 
attack’’ totally destroyed an Asian-owned shop 
in Canning Town. £100,000 of stock was ruined 
in the blaze at Mr Chandrakant Panchal’s 
general store and video hire shop. Mr Panchal 
and his wife, who had spent 13 years building 
their business up, were said to be distraught. A 
friend, Mrs Valerie Lines, said everyone was 
stunned by the attack and crying for the family: 
“They are truly part of the community.”’ 
(Newham Recorder, 28.6.84.) 


Mosque set on fire 


After daubing racist graffiti on its front wall, a 
gang then set fire to Canning Town’s Islamic 
Centre. £400 worth of damage was caused and 
only the prompt action of the fire brigade 
prevented further damage. (Newham Recorder 
21.6.84.) 
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Premature death if deported 


A Labour MP has urged the Home Secretary to 
use his discretion and allow a young Asian 
couple to stay in this country. Mr Shahid Ali 
Syed and his wife and daughter face the prospect 
of being deported to Pakistan after their 
application for naturalisation was rejected. Mrs 
Syed suffers from a heart condition which 
necessitates constant medical attention of a type 
not readily available in Pakistan. Mr Sayed, a 
senior NALGO shop steward, is prepared to take 
his case to the court of appeal. (The Times 
2.7.84.) 


EDUCATION 





Headmaster may be disciplined 


Mr Ray Honeyford, the Bradford headmaster 
who said that the education of white pupils 
suffered in those schools where they were in a 
minority, may be disciplined by the city’s 
education authority. Mr Honeyford’s original 
article was published in the right-wing Salisbury 
Review and immediately caused a storm. Local 
Labour councillors, called for his dismissal, a 
parents action | was formed and some 
parents kept their children away from Mr 
Honeyford’s school as 4 protest. The school in 
question, Drummond Middle School 
Manningham, has many Asian pupils and is 
going to be the subject of an investigation by a 
10-strong team of education experts. (Yorkshire 
Post 14.6.84.) 


Change in Swann report 


Lord Swann, the chairman of the committee 
which is investigating ethnic minority education, 
has caused a controversy by altering the report 
just before its publication date. The change in 
the report, which Lord Swann made without 
consulting the other 21 Committee members, is 
concerned with the education of West Indian 
children. Originally, it seemed that the report 
had concluded that the greatest cause of under- 
achievement by West Indian children was racism, 
whereas Lord Swann’s change puts the emphasis 
on the home background of West Indian 
children, citing in particular the large number of 
one-parent families. It now seems that 
publication of the report will be delayed. (Times 
Educational Supplement 29.6.84.) 


Union continues to support sacked man 


Even though workers at BL’s Longbridge plant 
have voted to return to work, the union will take 
legal action to secure the re-instatement of a 
sacked worker. Mr Zedekiah Mills was sacked 
after he assaulted a foreman who allegedly used 
racial abuse at him. Mr Mills says that black 
workers at the plant are regularly subject to 
racial abuse. Longbridge convenor Jack Adams 
says the company has behaved in a disgraceful 
manner towards: Mr Mills, who has a sick wife 
and is being ‘‘harassed out of his life’’. 
(Guardian 7.6.84.) 
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LAST month the French Front Nationale polled 10% in the Euro-elections, and 


sent 10 members to the European Parliament. Below, we look at their campaign. 


EURO-ELECTIONS: LE PEN 
DIPPED IN POISON 


At Toulouse, the hall was wrecked by 
explosives the night before Le Pen was due 
to speak. According to Le Monde 200,000 
demonstrated and 2,000 attended the NF 
meeting but Chirac’s RPR only drew 500. 

Anti-fascists began, however, to disagree 
on tactics and the Socialists lowered their 
profile in response to criticisms that 
violence made Le Pen into a ‘‘victim’’. 


The Programme 


Basing its programme on Le Pen’s book, 
French First, the NF pressed for more 


referenda, denationalisation, an increase in 
shareholding by (male) heads of 


households, strikes to be controlled by 
special courts and banned in the public 
sector, an end to abortion, a state salary to 
mothers (to encourage white French 
population growth) and restriction of 
French Nationality laws to exclude the 
children of immigrants. 

They also demanded the immediate 
return of illegal immigrants and loans for 
all legal immigrants to leave the country. 
Return of the death penalty, harsher penal 
institutions, civilian fall-out shelters, and a 
short contract professional volunteer army 
were also part and parcel of NF policy. 

There were undercurrents of anti- 
semitism in Le Pen’s persistant personal 





attacks on R. Badinter (Socialist Party) and 
Simone Veil (UDR) whom he called 
‘“‘Medusa’’. He held her personally 
responsible for bringing 6 million foreigners 
into France, while encouraging French 
women to have abortions. A pamphlet was 
circulated implying a ‘‘jewish conspiracy’’ 
behind Veil’s canditature. Contempt for 
women featured strongly: at one meeting 
Le Pen spoke of the Association of 
Algerian Women as being unable to 
distinguish between sexual rutting and 
politics. Homosexuals he saw as part of the 
threat to birth rates in the white population, 
while Third World levels soared. All his 
outrageous statements attracted sensational 


‘‘The more you know me the more you’ll like me’’ — Le Pen’s Election slogan. See what you think: 


1928 born at Trinity sur Mer. “Until 1945 | 
kept a photo of Marshal Petain and 
remained his admirer’. 

1945 After the Liberation Le Pen joined 
demonstrations of the UII 
(Independent Intellectuals Union) 
pressing for an amnesty for 
collaborators. 

1948 Convicted of injuring a police 
officer. Arrested for selling the paper 
“Aspects de la France” at a National 
Restoration Movement (royalist) 
meeting. 

1949 Ran “Students”, a journal “hostile 
to Gaullists and for a European 
Nation’’. Helped to organise 
demonstrations against the Viet-Minh. 
Convicted of drunkenness and 
attacking police officers. 

1950 Active in ultra-right student 
politics. Convicted of injuries to a 
waiter, when his friends caused 
extensive damage to a restaurant. Ran 
the stewards organisation of the UNIR 
{Union of Independent Republican 
Nationalists). Party leader, lsomi 
remarked on the high level of violence 
during the electoral campaign. Le Pen 
took part in street battles against 
Communist members of the LICA 
(International League Against Anti- 
Semitism). 

1951 His Presidency of the University 
Law Society ended in scandal because 
of his drunkeness at meetings and 
complaints about the unruly goings on 
in the society's offices at night. 

1962 After a public apology for 
misconduct he gains a law degree, 
enabling him to practise as a lawyer. 

1954 Does military service in paras in 

_ Indo-China. 


1955 Joins Poujade’s UFF and active in 
the Youth section. Active in ‘French 
Nation Section”, followers of Maurras. 
7956 Elected to National Assembly. His 
extremism and association with 
violence led Poujade to manoeuvre for 
him to quit leading role in youth 
organisation. Le Pen responds to 
Poujade’s moderation and joins the 
paras to fight in Algeria. 

1957 Set up the National Front of 
Combattants (FNC), and organised 
stunts — debates and films for Algerie- 
Francais on summer beaches. His style 
proved a constant embarassment to his 
more respectable allies on the right. 

1958 Elected to National Assembly for 
the CNIP (independents and Peasants). 
FNC organise a big meeting in Paris 
which Martel addresses, urging 
insurrection in order to keep Algeria. 

1960 Active in Soustelle’s National Front 
for French Algeria (FNAF). its 
communiques were printed by 
Belgians, but with a heading of four 
celtic crosses, and signed by Le Pen. 


7961 Active in support group for Algerie- _ 
Francais. Travelled to Madrid with | 


Poujade and Tixier-Vignancourt to 
“offer their services’ to Salan and 
other OAS (Underground Secret Army) 
leaders. 

7962 Loses seat in legislature. Set up 
propaganda recording company, 
“Society for Public Relations and 
Study (SERUP). 


7963 Founding member of Tixier- 


Vignancourt's Presidential election 
committee. Len Pen rapidly became an 
impediment to Tixier's attempts to 
widen his electoral base. 

1972 National Front (NF) set up with Len 
Pen as President. 


activists and 


1973 Legislative elections. NF gets 2.5 per 
cent of vote; Le Pen gets 5.2 per cent. 

1974 Presidential elections. Le Pen gets 
0.74 per cent of vote. : 

1976 Participated in right-wing journal 
/tem, a general right-wing forum. In 
November, Le Pen’s home blown up. 

7977 Municipal elections. Le Pen 
campaigns as ‘‘social and popular 
right’ candidate on three themes — 
insecurity in towns, deportation of 
immigrants and lack of media balance. 
Hubert Lambert {right-wing writer) 
leaves Le Pen his fortune. 

1978 Legislative elections. Le Pen‘s NF 
list includes 2 soldiers, members of the 
French Union Association of 
Combattants and Marc Fredriksen 
(founder of FANE — Federation of 
European National Action, and FNE — 
European National Fascists.) NF 
average 3 per cent in first round of 
election. From 1978 to 1981 the NF and 
New Force Party (PFN) compete for the 
leadership of the ultra-right. 

1987 Le Pen unable to get enough 
support to run in Presidential election. 
Launches NF Youth Section (YNF). 

7982 Concentrates on denouncing left 

joining SNPMI 

demonstrations. In municipal 


_ elections, Le Pen gains 8 per cent of the 


vote and becomes a local councillor in 
Paris. In June he joins Independent 
Professional Police Federation (FPIP) 
demonstration. At Dreux election, in 
electoral pact with RPR (Conservative- 
right), NF wins 55.3 per cent of vote and 
has several local councillors elected 
(see Searchlight No 101). in December 
Le Pen gets 12.02 per cent of votes at 
Auray by-election. 
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